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Home building and community development have always been critical to B.C.’s economic
growth.
During the COVID-19 pandemic, the development industry was deemed essential,
meaning important community-building projects were able to continue allowing workers
to remain on job sites and B.C.’s economic engine to keep rolling.
This sector is one of the few that is capable of being at the forefront of B.C.’s economic
recovery, as was witnessed following the economic turmoil of 2008. 
The building industry contributed more than 230,000 well-paying jobs, $23 billion in
economic impact and $6.6 billion in government revenues, according to a 2017 report
by MNP. 
The building industry is a major component of the B.C. real estate and construction
sector, which accounts for roughly 15% of the provincial GDP. 
British Columbia’s population has grown steadily in recent years and yet the supply of
new homes hasn’t kept pace which has had an impact on affordability and
homelessness.
In 2018, more than 20,000 units were launched but this dropped to fewer than 7,500
units 2019. During the first half of 2020, less than 2,500 units have been released for
pre-sale.
Escalating taxes and fees, along with extended processing delays, are key factors in the
slowdown.
A viable and sustainable path forward for building homes in British Columbia is needed
now more than ever.

BACKGROUND
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I SSUES

British Columbia’s housing crisis has
been overshadowed by the COVID-19
pandemic but it hasn’t gone away.
Rental vacancies remain at record lows,
the rate of homelessness is on the rise
and British Columbia is still nowhere
close to being affordable.
Too few homes are being built for a
growing province.
It still takes two to five years to get
much-needed housing built.
Home prices continue to rise, with
increases of 150 per cent in Vancouver,
Burnaby, Coquitlam, Surrey & Delta.[i]
Although the construction of 114,000
homes in ten years was a laudable goal,
the process to getting those homes built
has been met with major roadblocks
and delays at all levels of government.

[ i ]  (CHBA Munic ipa l  Benchmark ing  S tudy ,
September  2020)

https://bildgta.ca/Assets/BILD%20Municipal%20Benchmarking%20Study%20-%20FINAL%20-%20Sept%202020%20BILD.pdf
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British Columbians need affordable homes and additional home choices such as
townhomes, duplexes, triplexes, row homes, micro suites and homes geared to seniors
and renters. 
Housing solutions aimed at strengthening communities include:

SOLUTIONS FOR A  STRONGER
BRIT ISH COLUMBIA

Ensuring neighborhood planning allows for more home options other than single-family
homes. 
Supporting local prefabrication and modular production facilities. 
Establishing an expedited approval process for projects utilizing mass timber.
Investing in local engineered wood products manufacturing (existing and new plants,
operations). 
Ensuring that new green building requirements for private sector are first applied to
broader public sector infrastructure projects. 
Strengthening and enforcing municipal Housing Needs Assessments and Regional
Growth Strategy targets so they are robust and must be met to provide more housing
options.

BUILDING MORE HOUSING OPTIONS BY :
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SOLUTIONS FOR A  STRONGER
BRIT ISH COLUMBIA

Providing tax incentives for the construction of new purpose-built rental homes (e.g.
remove PST on construction materials or remove the provincial portion of property
taxes for a fixed period of time).
Enhancing Residential Tenancy Branch funding to ensure timely access to justice for
both renters and landlords. 
Linking the use of policy tools (such as the Residential Rental Tenure Zoning policy) and
provincial funding provided to local governments with achieving Housing Needs and
Regional Growth Strategy targets.

MAKING RENTALS A  REAL ITY  BY :

BUILDING FOR TRANSIT  BY :

Expanding transit investments so that Transit-Oriented housing projects can be built
with more affordability and in more areas across urban regions. 
Respecting taxpayer dollars by linking new transit investments to land-use changes
through binding transit supportive agreements between local governments,
TransLink/BC Transit and the Province with specific targets and penalties, such as
increased TransLink taxes.
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SOLUTIONS FOR A  STRONGER
BRIT ISH COLUMBIA

Providing exemptions to lands under development, purpose-built rental projects and
unsold inventory from housing taxes such as the Empty Homes Tax (Vancouver), the
Additional School Tax, Luxury Property Transfer Tax and the Foreign Buyers Tax. 
Providing further exemptions to the Speculation and Vacancy Tax given that it has
disproportionately impacted tourism-based communities.

ENSURING FA IR  TAXAT ION ON NEW HOMES BY :

GET  BUILDING FASTER BY :
Streamlining the municipal approvals process to eliminate unnecessary red tape which
cause delays and increases costs.
Encouraging municipalities to pre-zone areas, particularly near transit. 
Encouraging concurrent process approvals so that steps such as rezoning, development
permit and building permit can occur at the same time rather than consecutively. 
Mandating the delegation on some processing decisions to staff from Council.
Increasing the transparency and predictability of application process through improved
customer service and communication regarding municipal requirements. This could
include having fixed charges for development-related fees that are known up-front. 
Establishing a standardized municipal development process. 
Providing provincial funding to create a digital tracking tool to allow both municipalities
and applicants to track the progress of individual applications and identify roadblocks. 
Mandating the waiving of public hearings for Official Community Plan-compliant
projects. 
Supporting and investing in trades training programs. 
Leading municipalities by example by improving the efficiency of provincial review, such
as Water Sustainability Act permit process.
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BENEFITS  FOR
ALL  BRIT ISH
COLUMBIANS

Solutions to B.C.’s housing crisis will
create more homes for a growing
province, improve affordability,
strengthen communities and create
family-supporting jobs.
By ensuring that British Columbians
have more housing options that are
better connected to transit, we can
establish a path to creating more
diverse, inclusive, sustainable and
affordable communities.
By committing to supporting the
building of new homes, we are also
guaranteeing greater job opportunities
and consistent employment for British
Columbians, from construction, to sales
and property management. 
By taking bold steps to holding
municipalities accountable to their
housing targets, we can ensure that
British Columbia’s economy does not
slow down. Rather, that it remains
resilient in the face of the ever-changing
landscape. 


