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2018 YEAR IN REVIEW  

  
As 2019 begins, UDI reflects back on the past 12 months and some of the meaningful accomplishments in 
advocacy that our sector has achieved working together. 
  
The year began with the release of the provincial budget that included the Province’s 30-point housing plan 
and introduced new and increased housing taxes, including the speculation tax. UDI joined efforts with local 

chambers, boards of trade, home builders, construction and real estate professionals across B.C. in 
opposition to the application of this tax. The revised legislation reflected a critical ask of this coalition’s efforts; 
namely to ensure that land under development would be exempted from this tax. This was an important 

precedent as the decision to exempt development lands acknowledged for the first time that government 
imposed taxes on development lands directly contributes to the increased cost of building new homes. 
Consistent with this approach, we have urged the B.C. government to act in Budget 2019 to apply similar 
exemptions for the new school tax and other increased property taxes on development lands, that will 
otherwise be passed on to eventual home buyers and renters. 
  
Also, during Budget 2018, the province announced their intention to amend the Real Estate Development 
Marketing Act, presented as Bill 25, to require developers to collect and report comprehensive information 

about the assignment of pre-sale condo purchases. UDI’s Real Estate and Legal Issues committee advocated 
to government to ensure that changes to the act would result in a workable policy that minimized unintended 
consequences and administrative burden on our members. 
  
During this time, the provincial government began the launch of a referendum on electoral reform that would 
ask British Columbians to choose between keeping the current voting system of First Past the Post (FPTP) or 
implementing a new and potentially untested system of Proportional Representation (PR). UDI expressed 
deep concern regarding a move to a PR system that would bring ongoing government instability, economic 

uncertainty and inevitably impact housing investment and construction. UDI did its part by activating members 
to vote in favour of our existing proven and tested voting system, and ultimately the referendum resulted in 
over 60% of British Columbians voting to keep FPTP. 
  
As rental housing became the focus of all levels of government, UDI voiced strong opposition to vacancy 
control through the release of a member rental builder survey, meeting with the Rental Housing Task Force 
and concerted communication to Vancouver City Council that outlined the significant risks of 

implementing further rent controls. This advocacy was proven effective as the Rental Housing Task Force 
released recommendations to government that included recognition of a key aspect that UDI advocated for, 

specifically to, “maintain rent tied to the renter, NOT THE UNIT.” The City of Vancouver Council also 
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significantly amended a motion that would have seen the immediate enforcement of vacancy control in all 
forms of rental accommodation. 
  
In recognition of UDI’s continuous efforts over many years in calling for streamlining and expediting of the 
municipal development approval processes, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing announced that the 
province will be undertaking a Development Approvals Process Review to assess how the local government 
development approval processes are working in B.C. The review will consider all stages from concept to 
occupancy, including subdivision, rezoning, development and building permits and key aspects of those 
stages, including submission requirements, public hearings and education. Similarly, the City of Vancouver 
recently began a comprehensive review of their regulations and policies and processes as they relate 
to development, planning and building. These municipal and provincial reviews of permit processing times 

are in critical recognition of long-standing UDI requests to government and we are supportive and actively 
involved with both of these important initiatives. 
  
In closing the year, UDI also effectively advocated for the importance of more home choices for British 
Columbians by ensuring that Vancouver City Council did not rescind a previously approved motion to allow 
duplexes in most single-family areas. Through letter writing and focused communication efforts, UDI 

emphasized that allowing duplex zoning is an important first step towards a successful city-wide plan that 
seeks to create new and diverse housing options.  
  
All of these successes would not be possible without UDI’s members regularly volunteering their time and 
expertise as well as the positive relationships we have developed with other stakeholder groups. We hope 
that our members will continue to actively engage with us in 2019 and look forward to new opportunities for 
collaboration. 

 

 

ADVOCACY 

  
MUNICIPAL 

  
City of Burnaby 

  
Groundwater Investigation Update: City staff plan to bring this presentation on groundwater investigations to 

Council for final endorsement in March 2019. The purposes of the requirements outlined in this presentation 
are to protect groundwater as a potential potable resource and to limit the impact on downstream 
infrastructure. These requirements will be requested early in the development application process to ensure 
enough time for proponents to catch appropriate seasons for measurement and testing. Please contact 
James Lota or Simone Rousseau if you have an application in process and need to discuss the guidelines 

as stipulated in the presentation.  
  
  
City of New Westminster 

  
Consultation Meeting on Inclusionary Housing Policy and Rental Replacement: The City of New Westminster 
staff recently presented City Council with a draft inclusionary housing policy to help address affordability 

rental housing in their city. City staff also plan to present a rental replacement policy later in January to city 
council. UDI will be attending a consultation meeting with city staff on Tuesday, February 12 at New 
Westminster City Hall, located at 511 Royal Avenue from 2:00 pm – 3:30 pm to discuss both of these policies. 
If you would like to attend this consultation meeting, please contact Marissa Chan-Kent.  

  
Electric Vehicle Charging (EVC): As noted in previous newsletters, the City of New Westminster has been 
developing an EVC strategy for new developments. The City has updated its website regarding the new EVC 

requirements. Beginning on April 1, 2019 “… all new buildings that contain at least one residential unit will be 
required to install a Level 2 (208 to 240 volt) energized outlet to the residential parking spaces.” The City’s DP 
Guidelines have also been amended, and now include recommendations for the provision of EV charging 
infrastructure for visitor spaces in multi-unit developments, and “… that new commercial and institutional 
buildings with ten or more parking spaces should provide 10% of these spaces with access to an energized 

Level 2 outlet.”   
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City of Surrey 

  
Request for Feedback – New Servicing Agreement Template: The City of Surrey is looking for additional 
feedback on its proposed new Servicing Agreement Template. Several land development engineering 
consultants have already reviewed the template, and their comments have been incorporated. If you would 
like to submit comments please send them directly to Fay Wong at the City of Surrey by Friday, February 1, 

2019. 
  
Energy Step Code (ESC): UDI received the following information from the City of Surrey regarding ESC alerts 

and resources: 
  
Over the past several months, the City of Surrey has advanced work to implement the BC Energy Step Code 
and new resources for builders and their teams. We also want to give anyone who is interested the 
opportunity to stay up-to-date on Step Code in Surrey.  
  
See below for information about available resources and how to receive Surrey’s Step Code alerts. 
  
Why sign up for Surrey Step Code Alerts? 

  
Simply: This is the easiest way for to stay up-to-date. You will receive emails when relevant information or 
resources become available, including any changes to municipal requirements, builder bulletins, incentives, 
local educational and capacity building opportunities, and more. Sign up for Surrey-specific alerts here, 
even if you already asked to receive updates via StepCode@Surrey.ca. Those signing up will receive links to 

valuable resources immediately. 
  
What about more general Step Code alerts? 

  
The Energy Step Code Council also has a BC Energy Step Code Stakeholder Update newsletter where 

you can receive updates and stories on Step Code and implementation successes. 
  
Where do I find information on Step Code in Surrey?  

  
Surrey’s Step Code webpage is your go-to resource for all things Step Code in Surrey. This site will be 

updated periodically, including when City-led capacity building opportunities are released for builders. Stay 
tuned for information on free mid-construction blower door tests and a builder breakfast series starting in early 
2019.  
  
What will Step Code mean for Building Permits? 

  
Specific permitting requirements will be posted via Bulletin on the City’s Building Permit pages. The Bulletin 
for Part 9 Single- and Two-Family Dwellings is available on the Residential Building Permit page, and a 
bulletin summarizing changes for all other covered buildings will be posted on the Commercial Building 
Permit page in the near future. Those who sign up for  Alerts will be notified whenever these resources are 

added or updated. 
  
What if I still have questions? 

  
If you have questions about Step Code in general, visit EnergyStepCode.ca or contact the Building and 
Safety Standards Branch. If you have questions about Step Code in Surrey, visit Surrey.ca/StepCode or 
contact StepCode@Surrey.ca.  

  
City of Vancouver 

  
Updates to the False Creek Neighbourhood Energy Utility By-Law: On December 18, 2018 Vancouver City 

Council approved a number of amendments to the Energy Utility System By-law 9552 to provide greater 
design flexibility for buildings connecting to the NEU and to implement an Initial Connection Levy for future 
customer buildings. City Engineering Services has produced a memo summarizing the changes that is 

pertinent to developers and associated mechanical consultants with interests in the False Creek 
Neighbourhood Energy Utility Service Area. 
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Passive House & the Vancouver Building By-law (VBBL): The City of Vancouver has released a Bulletin with 

a compiled initial list of accepted alternative solutions language for Passive House projects to meet specific 
VBBL requirements, conditional to final Chief Building Official approval. The summary includes language for: 

 Recirculating hood fans [9.32.3.3.(b)(i)];  

 Vestibules [10.2.2.8]; and  

 Part 9 checklists, energy models, and GHG limit for large homes [10.2.2.20].  

If you have suggestions for other potential alternative solutions (not including Air Admittance Valves, as those 
are already under investigation) that City staff should consider in future updates of this document, please 
contact Brady Faught or Chris Higgins. The City also has a Passive House page on its website.  
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