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ADVOCACY 

  
PROVINCIAL 

  
Throne Speech and Budget 2018: On February 13 Lieutenant-Governor Judith Guichon delivered the 
Government’s Throne Speech to open up the Spring Legislative Session. As expected, the speech had an 

underlying key theme of making life more affordable, with a specific focus on government taking a number of 
actions to address the high cost of housing and child care. The Throne Speech included a number of specific 

housing related commitments including: 

 “Budget 2018 will put forward new measures to address the effect of speculation on real estate prices.”  

 “Government will begin to make the largest investment in affordable housing in BC’s history, including 
social housing, student housing, seniors housing, Indigenous housing and affordable rentals for middle-
income families.”  

 “Government will introduce legislation to crack down on tax fraud, tax evasion and money laundering in 
BC’s real estate market.  

 “We will enable local governments to plan for affordable rental housing by zoning areas of their 
communities for that purpose.”  

 “Working with local governments, we will plan for and build housing near transit corridors.”  

The Government’s Budget will be presented in Victoria tomorrow by Finance Minister Carole James and is 
expected to outline the Government’s first steps to delivering on their commitment of a Comprehensive 
Affordable Housing Strategy. UDI staff will be on hand tomorrow with other key stakeholders and media in the 
Budget “Lock-up”, and will provide commentary based on UDI’s pre-Budget  

 2018 Provincial Finance Committee Budget Submission,  

 UDI Letter to Minister James Re: 2018 Budget,  

 UDI Jan 29 2018 Letter to Minister James re: Property Transfer Tax & Bare Trusts, and  

 LandlordBC and UDI Purpose-Built Rental Proposal.    

  
Pattullo Bridge Replacement: On February 16 Premier John Horgan and Ministers Claire Trevena and Minister 
Selina Robinson announced the Province would take the lead and solely fund the $1.4-billion replacement of the 

80-year old Pattullo Bridge. The new bridge will be built with four lanes and dual multi-use paths on both sides of 
the bridge, with construction slated to begin in the summer of 2019.  
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British Columbia Utilities Commission (BCUC) Electric Vehicle (EV) Charging Service Inquiry: UDI will be 
participating as an intervener in an upcoming BCUC Inquiry into the Regulation of Electric Vehicle Charging 
Services. The Commission will be looking at a number of matters, including: 

1. “Do EV charging stations operate in a competitive environment in BC or are they a natural monopoly 
service?  

2. Are the customers of EV charging stations captive or do they have a choice?  
3. Should the Commission regulate the services provided by EV charging stations? What are benefits and 

detriments to such regulation?  
4. Should the rate design of EV charging stations be established under a public utility’s traditional cost of 

service model or some other model? And within that context, what are the customer pricing options (e.g. 
energy-based rate vs. time-based rate)?  

5. Should the EV charging station service rate be based on a public utility’s existing wholesale or 
commercial retail rate or some other rate?  

6. Should public utilities include EV charging stations in their regulated rate base or through a separate 
nonregulated entity?  

7. If public utilities provide EV charging services within their regulated business, is there a risk of cross 
subsidization from other rate classes to support this new service and if so, is the proposed rate design 
potentially unduly discriminatory?”  

UDI will be identifying several issues, including: 

 The lack of clarity regarding how various costs for electricity, EV charging infrastructure, BC Hydro 
upgrades, and O/M costs can be passed onto users;  

 The need for cost-effective metering;  

 The lack of fairness regarding how BC Hydro pays for upgrades in single-family areas for EV charging, 
but not for multi-family buildings; and  

 Questions about:  

http://www.bcuc.com/ApplicationView.aspx?ApplicationId=613
http://www.bcuc.com/ApplicationView.aspx?ApplicationId=613


 How do developers ensure that the contracts with EV charging suppliers that will be assumed 
by strata corporations are appropriate;  

 How is this information dealt with in strata bylaws and disclosure statements?  

 And, what are the obligations of developers vis a vis their strata corporations?  

If you are interested in taking part in the enquiry, the BCUC has provided information regarding several options 

for participation. Those that would like to participate as in intervener have until February 23
rd

 to make that 
request.  

 

REGIONAL 

  
Fraser Basin Flood Management Strategy Workshop: The Fraser Basin Lower Mainland Flood Management 
Strategy (LMFMS) is a collaborative initiative of governmental and non-governmental agencies that work 

together to protect the Lower Mainland communities from future flooding and sea level rise. On February 14, UDI 
attended a joint program committee meeting hosted by the Fraser Basin Council to discuss the progress of 
Phase 2 of The Flood Strategy, with Phase 1 being a complete assessment of flood risk areas and quantifying 
flood impacts. Phase 2 focusses on identifying flood mitigation priorities and exploring flood mitigation options. If 

you are interested in attending future meetings, please contact Byron Lee 604-661-3035. 
 

MUNICIPAL 

  
City of Burnaby 
Green Building Requirements: As noted in previous newsletters, the City of Burnaby is considering adopting 

Step 3 of the Energy Step Code (ESC) and requiring EV charging infrastructure to be installed in new residential 
buildings. Please see the attached PowerPoint slides from our December 11 Liaison Committee meeting with 

staff. The UDI Burnaby Liaison Committee is meeting with staff regarding their proposals on March 2 at 3:00 p.m. 
in the Clerks Committee Room. UDI will be raising a number of issues, including costs, the need for an extensive 
grandfathering period and the potential impact EV charging may have on BC Hydro infrastructure. If you are 
interested in participating in the meeting or have questions/concerns, please contact Marissa Chan-Kent at 604-

661- 
 

City of Coquitlam 
Electric Vehicle Charging Policy and Regulations: The City of Coquitlam is establishing a Sub-committee with 
UDI to discuss potential EV Charging requirements for new multi-family buildings (please see attached 

information sheet). A meeting is scheduled for February 27 at 9:00 a.m. at City Hall. If you are interested in 
participating for the Sub-committee or have questions/concerns, please contact Marissa Chan-Kent at 604-661-

3033.  
  
Coquitlam River Watershed: Members are invited to attend a Developers Workshop on the Coquitlam River 
Watershed for Wednesday, February 28 in Coquitlam – see here for registration details. BrookPooni has been 

actively participating on the Coquitlam River Watershed Roundtable and invited UDI member participation in the 
development of the Lower Coquitlam River Watershed Plan. One of the pressures identified in the Watershed 
Plan was Development, and the Roundtable aspires to work with the development community to advance 
development actions that lead to improved watershed health in the future.  
At the workshop on February 28, participants will learn about the Coquitlam River Watershed Roundtable’s 
Strategies for Action, hear about upcoming regulatory changes and new programs, such as the Water 
Sustainability Act and the new Kwikwetlem First Nation Certificate Program, and explore possibilities for 
incremental change in green development. As workshop space will be limited to 30 participants, please notify 
Marissa Chan-Kent whenever possible. 

  
City of Surrey 
Adaptable & Accessible Housing Standards: As noted in previous newsletters, Surrey is considering updating 
their Adaptable Housing Standards (please see attached slides). UDI has raised concerns about the implications 

for smaller apartment units. The issue is on the agenda for the February 22 Surrey Development Advisory 
Committee (DAC). If you have any questions or comments, please contact Byron Lee at 604.661.3035. 

  
Affordable Housing Strategy:  Surrey staff will also be providing a presentation on Surrey’s Affordable Housing 

Strategy at the February 22 DAC meeting. UDI will update members on the issue in the next newsletter.  
 

City of Vancouver 

http://www.bcuc.com/Documents/Proceedings/2018/DOC_50787_02-13-2018_How-to-Participate-in-the-EV-Inquiry.pdf
http://www.bcuc.com/forms/request-to-intervene.aspx
https://www.fraserbasin.bc.ca/water_flood.html
mailto:blee@udi.org
https://urbdevins.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/EZWfhCjNw3tEoBGRsGAWJ8sB7KMmoCizRaTok5S74liT1g
mailto:mchan-kent@udi.org
https://urbdevins.sharepoint.com/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=/Shared%20Documents/City%20of%20Coquitlam%20Electric%20Vehicle%20Charging%20Policy%20and%20Regulations.pdf&parent=/Shared%20Documents&p=true&slrid=9d1f4c9e-00c3-5000-2e2b-0e42a159b2c6
mailto:mchan-kent@udi.org
https://urbdevins.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/EStJE22F6D1DvxXfkk-Fr-oBFbovLGYVVpOQKjPaVx4UXQ
mailto:mchan-kent@udi.org
https://urbdevins.sharepoint.com/Shared%20Documents/adaptable%20housing.DAC-3.nov-23-17.pdf?slrid=3a204c9e-d019-5000-2e2b-0ee866f531ee
mailto:blee@udi.org


Increasing Number of Policy Initiatives: At the February 14 Vancouver Liaison Committee, UDI 

representatives noted that over the past few months, the City has embarked on an increasing number of policy 
reviews, including: 

 EV Charging Requirements;  

 Energy Efficiency/Carbon Reduction Requirements in the Vancouver Building By-law (VBBL)  

 Energy Efficiency/Carbon Reduction Requirements for tall buildings and the Rezoning Policy;  

 Adaptable Housing Standards;  

 Other VBBL changes related to the 2018 B.C. Building Code;  

 Property Tax Assessment Reform (including the prospect of commercial rent controls and having two 
separate property tax bills – one for tenants and one for owners of buildings);  

 Implementation of the Empty Homes Tax;  

 Rain City Strategy;  

 Community Benefit Agreements;  

 Issues arising from the Housing Vancouver Strategy (e.g. rental only zoning, tax policies, restrictions on 
foreign purchasers/bulk purchasing).  

UDI is concerned that the industry and the City do not have the capacity to fully understand the potential 
implications of these policies and how they will relate to each other (and current City regulations). UDI members 
have already noted numerous policy conflicts that occur during development application reviews. In addition, 
Vancouver is one of many City’s that developers operate in; with each having completely different priorities, 
policies and processes. City staff noted that they will be conducting a regulatory review to reduce the number of 
policy conflicts, and will try to develop a more coordinated approach to consultation.  
  
Property Tax: On February 7 UDI participated in the City’s “Small Business Tax Reform Stakeholder Session” 
which included an updated presentation on the City’s ongoing consideration of changes to commercial property 

taxes to help mitigate the issue of increasing property taxes negatively impacting small businesses. Following the 
February 7 session with stakeholders and in anticipation of the “Supporting Small Business” agenda item on 
tomorrow’s Council Agenda, UDI has sent a letter to City Staff for their consideration. Our letter voices our 

support of the split tax assessment approach and the proposed Province-led Intergovernmental Working Group, 
while again reiterating our concerns and opposition to proposed commercial rent controls, Commercial Tenancy 
Act and Split Tax Bills. 
  
EV Charging Infrastructure – As noted in previous newsletters, the City of Vancouver wants 100% of the 

residential stalls (excluding visitor parking) in new buildings to have a Level 2 outlets for EV charging. However, 
they will be allowing developers to assume that load sharing and energy management will be in place. This will 
reduce the costs for developers to install the Level 2 infrastructure, as BC Hydro will not require the same level of 
electrical infrastructure to service buildings. There are still some issues that need to be addressed such as how 
developers or stratas will contract with EV Charging companies, and how this will be dealt with in Disclosure 
Statements and Stata By-laws.  
UDI has organized several Townhall meetings with the City (please see attached PowerPoint slides). Staff are 

going to Council in the next few months with their recommendations. However, after concerns were raised by UDI 
members at Townhall meetings, staff have agreed to recommend delaying the implementation of the 
requirements to February 20, 2019. 
  
Cambie Corridor Phase 3: The City of Vancouver will be holding a meeting with UDI members to consult on the 

final stages of the Cambie Corridor Phase 3 Plan. Phase 3 will build on the first two phases of planning, looking 
at opportunities to provide more housing choices in the Corridor, as well as improvements to public space and 
community amenities. The final proposed Plan will be released later this week for public review. The meeting will 
be held at Vancouver City Hall on Monday, March 5 at 3 pm. Please contact Marissa Chan-Kent if you would 

like to attend.  
  
Expansion of the False Creek Neighbourhood Energy Utility (NEU) – As noted in previous newsletters, the 
City of Vancouver is expanding its NEU in False Creek. Details were provided at a January 31

st
 UDI Breakfast 

Seminar. A report, which includes maps of the expansion areas, is going to Council on February 21, 2018. City 

staff would like to meet with UDI members to provide a technical NEU session. Details to come – if you would like 
to join, please contact Marissa Chan-Kent.  

  
Northeast False Creek Plan: On February 13, Council approved the Northeast False Creek Plan with 

amendments that allows for the construction of three condo towers that will rise above the 300 foot height limit 
established for the new intersection of Georgia Street and Pacific Boulevard under the Vancouver View Corridor 
Policy. There has been controversy surrounding the proposed developments that will pierce through the Cambie 

and 10th Avenue view cone near City Hall, and how this will have implications for future developments near the 
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site further blocking views of the North Shore Mountains. The Northeast False Creek Plan intends for these 
buildings to act as a third gateway to the downtown core. Following this approval, the City of Vancouver will 
complete an implementation report to better frame the replacement of streets network, park design and public 
space. 
  
Proposed Energy Efficiency Updates to the Vancouver Building By-law (VBBL) and Rezoning Policy: As 
noted from previous newsletter the City of Vancouver is proposing several changes to the VBBL and their 
rezoning policy to improve energy efficiency in buildings. In the attached presentation are the changes that were 

discussed. Policies/by-laws aimed to limit greenhouse gas emissions, heat loss, and energy use. Examples 
discussed include alignment with the energy step codes, improved ventilation designs, requiring airtightness 
testing, and protection from overheating. UDI members were concerned that the additionally imposed 
requirements would add costs to the construction process and impact housing affordability in the city. 
  
Rain City Strategy Workshop: The City of Vancouver is inviting development and construction industry 

members to participate in a planning process to create a Rain City Strategy, which will guide how they manage 
and use rainwater in Vancouver. Their goal is to capture and treat 90% of the rainwater that falls in Vancouver 
using a combination of green infrastructure and conventional pipe systems on both public and private property.  

Join the City of Vancouver at an industry roundtable workshop on March 6
th
 and help guide how they will reach 

their goals to improve water quality, increase resiliency and enhance the livability of Vancouver through 
sustainable rainwater management.  There will be two sessions— one will focus on complex large site 
developments and the other session is geared towards small scale residential developments. Industry members 
can choose which session fits better with their business activities. 
Complex large site developments workshop  

  
Date:                     March 6, 2018  
Time:                     9:30am – 12:00pm 
Location:              511 West Broadway – ground floor Crossroads building 
Small scale residential developments workshop 
Date:                     March 6, 2018  
Time:                    2:30 – 5:00pm 
Location:              511 West Broadway – ground floor Crossroads building 

  
If you are unable to attend or would like more information, visit and/or sign up for our email list at 
Vancouver.ca/raincitystrategy, or contact us at rainwater@vancouver.ca 

  
City of Richmond 
Draft Market Rental Housing Policy: The City of Richmond is developing a Market Rental Housing Policy that 

is expected to be reported to Council in March. On February 13, UDI had their second subcommittee meeting 
with the City of Richmond where they presented potential proposals for policy changes for Market Rental 

Housing. UDI will be writing a letter to the City of Richmond that will be commenting on the policies to promote 
market rental housing. If you have any questions of comments please contact Byron Lee. 

  
CAC Amendments – During the regular Richmond Liaison Committee meeting on January 31, city staff 
presented the following report that is due to go to the Planning Committee on proposed amenity contribution rate 

amendments. Amenity contribution rates are under review as most rates have not been increased with inflation 
and have been effectively been reduced in real terms over time. Staff have reviewed the inflation data from 
StatsCan and propose to amend the rates in order to update the existing contribution rates to include past 
inflation and include an administrative mechanism to adjust these rates for future inflation increase. This 
contribution rate review involves amending the OCP to adjust the rates to catch up for past inflation increases 
and automatically include future inflation. This review does not involve an analysis of the specific changes to the 
market price of land or newly planned building and facilities. UDI received the following letter from the City 

outlining the changes. 
 

District of North Vancouver  
Zoning Bylaw: The City of North Vancouver is reviewing its Zoning Bylaw to improve livability in 
single family and duplex neighbourhoods. A variety of Zoning Bylaw regulations will be explored, 
including minimum lot size, height envelope, livability of cellars, suites, and coach houses, setbacks, 
siting exceptions, accessibility and processing streamlining. The City will be hosting two focus group 
sessions with local designers and builders to seek feedback on some of the potential changes under 
consideration. The two focus group sessions are scheduled for: 

 Wednesday, February 21 from 3pm-5pm; and,  
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 Monday, February 26 from 10am-12pm.  

The focus group will be held in the Atrium Meeting Room at City Hall. Light refreshments will be 
provided. See here for the link to the City of North Vancouver website for further information 
regarding the process. If you would like to attend either of these meetings, please contact Marissa 
Chan-Kent.  
  

Township of Langley  
Letter on Extended Maintenance & Warranty Periods: UDI has written and sent a letter to the 
Township of Langley regarding the extension of maintenance and warranty periods for off-site 
landscaping. UDI recommends the Township to not extend the period of time that require developers 
to continue paying for the maintenance and warranty of off-site landscaping (ie: parks and park lands) 
for an extended period, as it would have many unintended consequential impacts for developers and 
the municipality – one of them being decreased affordability.   
  

Energy Step Code (ESC) – The Township of Langley is considering adopting the Energy Step 

Code for new development. They provided presentations on the ESC at a February 6
th

 Breakfast 
seminar. In addition, the Township has prepared a feedback form to survey the industry. There will 
be a follow-up session next month when staff will outline their proposals on how the Township plans 
to implement the ESC. If you have any questions or comments, please contact Byron Lee at 
604.661.3035. 
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