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ADVOCACY 
 

FEDERAL 

Less than 1% of condo apartments across Canada are owned by non-residents, 
according to the latest Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation (CMHC) findings. 
  
The non-resident ownership of condo apartments across Canada report studied 

17 Canadian Census Metropolitan Areas (CMAs). The majority reported non-resident 
ownership of less than 1%. 
  
Non-resident ownership shares remained low and stable in Vancouver and Toronto, while 
Montreal saw an increase. The Vancouver CMA finding was 2.2% of non-resident 
ownership. 

 

 

 

 

 

PROVINCIAL 

  
BC Energy Step Code – UDI's Building Code Committee will be meeting with the City of Vancouver on Monday, 

January 22, 2018 from 9:00 am – 11:00 am to discuss the Vancouver Building Bylaw Adopting Step 3 
requirements for Part 3 buildings among other topics. BC Housing is hosting a seminar on higher Step Code 
requirements while UDI is hosting a breakfast seminar on zero emissions compliance.  

  
Pre-Budget Meeting – In preparation for the Provincial Budget release in mid-February and following recent 

contact with the Ministry of Finance, the Real Estate Legal Issues Committee will be meeting on January 16, 
2018 at 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm at the UDI Boardroom. Discussion will include upcoming potential Provincial 
initiatives and the subsequent response from the development industry. If you need more information, contact 
Rob Mackay Dunn.  

  
Qualified Environment Professional (QEP) Review and Survey - The Ministry of Environment & Climate 

Change Strategy is currently conducting a review of professional reliance in the environmental and natural 
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resource sectors “… to ensure the highest professional, technical and ethical standards are being applied to 
resource management in B.C.” See attached Stakeholder Form. The government is questioning “… the 

appropriateness and effectiveness of the current professional reliance model.” This could have implications for 
those developers with brownfield sites or those with properties near riparian areas if the oversight role of QEPs is 
limited. Projects may be further delayed if new levels of government oversight are layered onto project approvals. 
We encourage UDI members who have worked with QEPs to participate in the consultation process and fill 
out the online survey. It runs until January 19, 2018. UDI’s Environment and Contaminated Sites Committees 

are meeting on January 12, 2018 at 2:00 pm – 3:00 pm to discuss our formal response to the review. 
  
LANDLORDBC and UDI Rental Developer Workshop - The new provincial government has committed to 

delivering 114,000 new rental, co-op and social housing units over 10 years. LANDLORDBC and UDI have 
identified this strategic opportunity to collaborate on supporting rental development projects, and last week 
hosted a workshop of active rental developers interested in advancing potential policy tools and solutions to 
incentivize the development of purpose-built rental buildings, and to deliver more affordable housing options 
across the province. LANDLORDBC and UDI will make joint recommendations to the provincial government in 
the coming weeks.  
For more information please contact Rob MacKay-Dunn. 

 

REGIONAL 

  
Mayors’ Council on Regional Transportation – In December a majority of Metro Vancouver Mayors voted to 

select Burnaby Mayor Derek Corrigan as 2018 Chair, and District of North Vancouver Mayor Richard Walton as 
2018 Vice-Chair of the Mayor’s Council on Regional Transportation. While it’s too soon to tell whether this shift in 
leadership will result in an adjustment of regional transit and transportation priorities, recent media reports 
(Globe and Mail, The Province, Vancouver Sun) are concerning. We understand that funding agreements are 

required in the next 90 days to keep procurement and future construction work plans Surrey LRT, Pattullo Bridge 
replacement and Broadway Line extension on schedule, so it is our hope that the region’s Mayors come together 
now and reaffirm their commitment to the Mayors’ 10-Year Plan. Failing to do so will send mixed signals to senior 
governments and could allow the provincial government to delay agreements on these critical infrastructure 
projects indefinitely. 

 

MUNICIPAL 

  
City of Vancouver  
  
SURVEY - Improving the Experience of Speaking to City Council - How can City Council better engage the 

public on new developments and important public policy issues? Would you like to see more digital public 
participation, online submissions or even short video presentations? The City of Vancouver is currently reviewing 
its Council meeting procedures to make it simpler and more efficient for the public to speak at City Council 
meetings.  Please take this opportunity and share your thoughts on the speaker process and your personal 

experiences speaking to City Council and suggest innovative ways for Council to receive messages! Your 
feedback will help inform changes to the City’s Procedure By-law which governs the conduct of all meetings of 
Council. This survey should take less than 15 minutes to be completed and will be open until January 31, 2018.  

  
Property Tax – Last week, UDI and members of the Fair Tax Coalition met with staff from the Mayor’s office 

regarding the recent proposal from the City to introduce split property tax bills and commercial tenant protection 

measures similar to the Residential Tenancy Act. We reiterated our disappointment in the process the City 
undertook to propose changes to BC’s property tax system, and discussed ways in which we could find mutually 
agreeable solutions to the issue of increasing property taxes impacting small businesses at unsustainable rates. 
Fortunately, it was communicated in the meeting that there are currently no plans to bring the proposal to Council 
for consideration. Of the proposed changes included in the City’s original proposal, the only acceptable change 
would be to the five-year land averaging coming into effect in 2018 instead of 2019. Support for this interim 
measure would only be affirmed with the condition that commercial rent controls would not be under 
consideration. A further condition is that properties that experience a class change do not get excluded from 
averaging. Moving forward, the Coalition is recommending the establishment of a joint task force including the 
provincial government, industry representatives and municipalities to explore alternative solutions including an 
analysis of the tax shift consequence of adopting split assessments across all properties consistent with the 
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“AMACON” approach adopted in various appeal board decisions. The Coalition agreed to send a formal 
response later this week to the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, Hon. Selina Robinson, regarding this 
issue in the event that the Provincial Government attempts to address it in the Spring Legislative Session. 
  
Electronic Vehicle Meeting with City of Vancouver – The City of Vancouver is updating its electric vehicle 

(EV) readiness requirements for new construction and will be hosting a session on January 22 to present and 
discuss the proposed changes to UDI members. A draft of the proposed updates will also be made available by 
January 12

th
 for review in advance of the meeting. Vancouver is intending for its updates to align with the recently 

approved approach in Richmond. The changes are expected to be presented to Council for consideration on 
February 20.To help contribute to the discussion, the City is attempting to secure participation from BC Hydro 
and the provincial government. The meeting will be from 12:00 pm -2:00 pm at City Hall (room TBD). Snacks and 
coffee will be provided. Please contact Marissa Chan-Kent if you would like to participate.  

  
Energy Efficiency Updates - The City of Vancouver is proposing changes to improve energy efficiency in its 

Building By-law and Rezoning Policy. The City is seeking input on the applicability of Step 3 to 7+ Storey Multi-
Unit Residential Buildings (MURBs). This proposal comes with the understanding that it would have a later 
effective date (January 2020), and include a pathway for Low-Carbon Energy Systems (LCES) in the Building 
By-law. See here for the Consultation Letter. Please send your written comments to 
green.buildings@vancouver.ca by February 9, 2018. For more information and questions, we encourage you 

to attend an upcoming town hall meeting. Details: 
  
Townhall Meeting #1  

Tuesday, January 23, 2018  
1pm – 3pm  
City Hall, First Floor Town Hall  
453 W 12th Ave  
  
Townhall Meeting #2  

Tuesday, January 30, 2018  
9am – 11am  
VEC Presentation Centre  
#1500 - 401 W Georgia St  
  
Moderate Income Rental Housing Pilot Program Information Session – On December 11, 2017, UDI 

participated in a well-attended City of Vancouver information session on the Moderate Income Rental Housing 
Pilot Program. Details of the program were outlined in the attached presentation. The pre-enquiry application 
form was distributed to attendees with the deadline of February 16, 2018 for submission. The City of Vancouver 

will decide on pre-enquiry applications and distribute invitations to submit rezoning inquiries on March 16, 2018. 
  
City of Surrey 

  
BC Energy Step Code Information Session - The City of Surrey is holding two breakfast sessions to discuss 

the adoption and implementation of the BC Energy Step Code in that region. Sessions will focus on single family 
and townhouse new construction (Part 9 buildings) and residential apartment and condominium new construction 
(Part 3 buildings) outside of City Centre. A third session in February will focus on residential and condominium 
new construction in City Centre with district energy connection requirements (date TBD). RSVP to Rory Tooke 

on which session you'd like to attend. UDI staff will attend the Residential Apartment and Condominium session. 
Session information:  
·      Single Family – Townhouse (Part 9) – Monday, Jan. 5, 2018 from 8 am – 10:30 am at Surrey City Hall 
·      Residential Apartment & Condo (Part 3) – Tuesday, Jan. 16, 2018 from 8 am to 10:30 am at Surrey City Hall  
·      City Centre (District Energy Connection Requirements) – TBD 

  
Development Cost Charge Changes - As a part of the 10-year Servicing Plan and Parkland Acquisition targets, 

the City of Surrey developed a Three Year Phased Implementation approach to raising Development Cost 
Charges per chart below. In 2018, the City will adjust their MAF from 3% to 1%. Utilities MAF remain at 10%, 
Transportation MAF remains at 5%. Further, value of parkland acquisition will be revised to reflect market 
changes; infrastructure will be added to support development in recently completed NCPs and infrastructure will 
be added to support end of life replacements (non-DCC cost) and upsizing of infrastructure to support growth 
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(DCC cost) along and adjacent to SNG LRT corridor. The 10-Year Servicing Plan, along with the DCC Bylaw 
changes, will be brought to Council for consideration for 1

st
, 2

nd
 and 3

rd
 reading on January 22. The effective date 

of DCC rate change will be May 16, 2018. See here for the City of Surrey’s presentation on DCCs. The City will 

be holding an Open House on Tuesday, January 23 from 5:30 pm – 7:00 pm in Community A at City Hall – 
13450 104 Avenue. If you have any comments or questions on proposed DCC rates, please contact Jeff Arason 

by e-mail or at 604-591-4367.  
 

 

 

North Vancouver 
Development Cost Charge Bylaw Amendment – The District of North Vancouver is amending the 2013 
Development Cost Charge Bylaw and is seeking industry consultation by January 12, 2018. See request for 
consultation letter here. The amending bylaw is set to go to Council for Second and Third Readings on January 

22, 2018. UDI has requested a meeting with District staff for Tuesday, January 9, 2018 at 1pm – 2:30pm. UDI 
members will review the proposed amendments and have the opportunity to ask questions. If you would like to 
attend this meeting, please contact Marissa Chan-Kent as soon as possible.  

  
Richmond 
Subcommittee on Market Rental Housing Policy – The City of Richmond has created a Proposed Draft 
Market Rental Housing Policy for a March Council meeting. See here for their presentation on this proposed 

policy. The City is seeking mechanisms to encourage and/or mandate market rental housing in the city and 
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requests a workshop with a UDI sub-committee to gain our members feedback on this policy. UDI has arranged 
a sub-committee consultation for Wednesday, Jan. 24, 2018 from 2:30 pm – 4:30 pm at Richmond City Hall. If 
you would like to join, please contact Marissa Chan-Kent.  

 

  

  

GENERAL NEWS 

We encourage all of our members to share their latest news about industry awards, philanthropic 
contributions, amenities they've built through CACs, DCLs and DCCs in B.C. communities, along with 
photos please. And, don't forget to add our email  to your corporate news release lists for updates.  

 

  

  

  

 

 

Top 40 Under 40 Award to 
Bold Properties CEO 

Congratulations to Hao Min, Founder and CEO, 
Bold Properties, Bold Construction and 
SmartWorks Homes on his Top 40 Under 40 
Award, from Business in Vancouver media 

group. 
  
In only six years from company inception, the 
development group has amassed a portfolio of 
nine major projects in Metro Vancouver, as well 
as some custom home developments.  
  
The total value of those developments is more 
than $435 million. 
  
UDI salutes this accomplished real estate 
developer and member on this important 
milestone. 

 

New UDI Students Thomas Mun & Byron Lee 
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Thomas Mun has recently begun an internship at UDI 
from the University of Korea.  
  
He has three years of experience studying 
Architectural Engineering in Korea, with a focus on 
design and structural analysis in high-rise buildings, 
to help them withstand earthquakes.  
  
He has also done significant volunteer work with 
groups who support underprivileged children and 
orphans.  
  
Welcome Thomas! 

 

Byron Lee has recently joined the UDI team 
as a Policy and Communications Coordinator 
Co-Op Student. He is completing his 
undergraduate degree in Urban Planning, 
from the University of Waterloo. 
  

He was previously a valuation assistant at 
Colliers' International, a realty group, in Hong 
Kong.  
  
He will represent UDI at many municipal 
liaison meetings and assist policy and 
communications staff with outreach. 
  
Welcome Byron! 

 

 

  

  

UPCOMING UDI and OTHER EVENTS 
UDI has many events for networking, education & member engagement. For more UDI events, or 

to suggest/sponsor an event, please see Event Calendar.  
 

  

  

UDI Seminar: Building for Zero Emissions - Energy Policy/Solutions 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/byron-e-lee-32b405100/
http://udi.memberzone.com/events


As the City of Vancouver pushes 
towards low-carbon emissions in 
new building construction, the rules 
of the landscape are shifting.  
  
Join our local experts for an 
informative discussion over 
breakfast about the recently 
approved  
Low-Carbon Energy Systems 
(LCES) Policy, Neighbourhood 
Energy Utility (NEU) 
Connectivity requirements and how 

third-party thermal energy system 
ownership can help you make the 
most innovative decisions for your 
future project.  
  
LOCATION:  

Regency Ballroom A, B, C 
Hyatt Regency     
655 Burrard Street  
Vancouver, BC 
  
DATE/TIME:  

January 31, 2018 
7:30 AM - 9:30 AM PST 
  
FEES: 

Member Price: $75.00 
Non-member Price: $150.00 
  
Corporate tables of 10 seats.  
72 hours' notice required for cancellations. Substitutions are allowed. 

 

 

 

 

REGISTER 
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WOMEN OF UDI Book Club - Feb. 21 

The Women of UDI are excited to introduce our winter Book Club event 
featuring: The New Urban Crisis: How Our Cities Are Increasing 

Inequality, Deepening Segregation, And Failing The Middle Class — 
And What We Can Do About It by Richard Florida.  

  
Join us to have an open discussion on the book’s insights and how this 
relates to your daily life and work. 
  
LOCATION:  

Clark Wilson LLP (elevators close at 6pm, please arrive beforehand) 
900 - 885 West Georgia Street 
Vancouver, BC  
  
DATE/TIME:  

Wednesday, February 21, 2018 
5:00pm - 7:00pm  
  
FEES: 

$35 + GST - UDI Members and Non-members. 
Includes appies and wine. 72 hours' notice required for cancellations. 
Substitutions are allowed. 

 

 

Register 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Legends of Housing Dinner 

The Greater Vancouver Home Builders' Association 
(GVHBA) is hosting a Legends of Housing Dinner on 
January 31

st
, 2017 at the Delta Marriott Burnaby. 

  
This year’s panel includes Anthem Properties’ CEO, 
Eric Carlson; Macdonald Development Corporation’s 
President, Rob MacDonald, and The Geller Group’s 
President, Michael Geller.  
  
The session will be moderated by Kirk LaPointe, 
Editor In Chief, Business in Vancouver newspaper. He 
will query the panel about their past experiences and 
how they see the immediate and longer term market 
picture developing. 
  
Click here for information or to register 

 

  

  

  
Building Smart with Higher Steps of 
the BC Energy Step Code 

  
BC Housing is offering additional Building Smart 
workshops with best practices to help builders of 
multi-unit residential buildings integrate the middle and 
Higher Steps of the BC Energy Step Code. 
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Topics will include:  
  

 City of Vancouver’s Green Buildings Policy  

 Best practices in energy efficiency and 
design for Airtightness testing for larger 
buildings 

 Optimizing building envelopes and windows 

 Choosing ventilation & sizing HVAC systems  

  
Date:    Wednesday, January 24, 2018 
Time:    9:00-13:00 incl. lunch.   
Please arrive at 8:30 for coffee and sign-in. 

  
Venue:  Hilton Vancouver Metrotown, 6083 McKay 
Ave, Burnaby BC 
  
REGISTER  

 

FIRE SPRINKLER SUMMIT FOR RESIDENCES 

The Fire Chiefs' Association of BC 
invite you to attend an educational event about 
home sprinkler installation, how they can benefit 
your bottom line and ultimately save people's 
lives. Learn More 

  
DATE / TIME 

Thursday, February 22, 2018 at 7:30 am 
  
LOCATION 

Langley Events Centre, 7888 - 200 Street, Langley 
  
FEE 
Click here to register online 

$50 until January 15 (early bird pricing) 
$75 after January 15 

 

 

 

 

 

UDI FRASER VALLEY EVENTS 
 

Additional UDI Fraser Valley events will be posted shortly. Stay tuned. 
 

  

  

UDI IN THE MEDIA 

  
Anne McMullin, UDI President & CEO, advises Tri-City News that while UDI supports the new Transit 

Development Cost Charge (DCC), the fee should have had a cap on rates and may have an impact on housing 
affordability. 
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Business in Vancouver News profiles Anne's comment about all the new, steep and rapid development cost 

charges being levied by various local and regional municipalities that will have repercussions on housing prices. 
 

NEWSLETTER SPONSOR - YOUR AD/LOGO COULD APPEAR BELOW 
 

Your ad & logo could go here, mailed out to our 2,500+ mailing list twice a month.  
Please contact Yvonne Lo for details about this monthly sponsorship.  
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