
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 12, 2017 

 

 

Frank Quinn 

General Manager, Public Works & Development Services 

City of Maple Ridge 

11995 Haney Place 

Maple Ridge, BC   V2X 6A9 

 

Dear Mr. Quinn: 

 

 

Re: Development Cost Charges (DCCs) Imposition Bylaw 

 

The Urban Development Institute (UDI) and the Greater Vancouver Homebuilders’ 

Association (GVHBA) appreciate your staffs’ efforts to consult with the development 

and building industry on the amendments to the DCC Bylaw. The proposed rate 

increases and amendments to the Bylaw are substantial and we are pleased that 

staff took the time to engage with our members regarding the changes. We also 

support the recommendations to: 

 

 Extend the effective date of the bylaw to “the later of March 14, 2018 or the date 

of adoption of this bylaw” which will help mitigate the impact of the rate 

increases; and  

 “… include a maximum on the DCCs of multi-family units,” to ensure that the 

DCCs for multi-family projects do not exceed those for single-family homes.  
 

These changes were suggested by our members and we thank staff for incorporating 

them in their report to Council.  

 

However, we note that the increases for infill projects remain very substantive (in 

excess of 40% for Infill Apartments and 34% for Infill Single Family and Infill 

Townhouses). Coupled with GVS&DD DCC increases, which are also significant (for 

single-family units the rates are tripling), developers and builders of infill projects 

will require more time to accommodate the DCC increases they will be facing in 

spring 2018. Further, we understand there may be an increase in amenity fees that 

would add to the cost of new developments.  
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For our members, having sufficient time to accommodate substantial fee increases is 

important because financial commitments are made early in the development process and 

adjustments become increasingly difficult to make at later stages. Projects may have to be 

cancelled, deferred, or prices could increase. As such, we recommend that for infill projects, 

the City consider phasing in the rates over a two-year period. Under this approach, infill 

projects would pay half of the proposed DCC increase in March 2018 and the full DCC 

increase by March 2019.  

 

We thank staff again for consulting with our membership and for responding to their 

concerns. UDI and GVHBA generally support the DCC Bylaw changes being proposed, but 

request that Council consider further mitigating the DCC rate increases for infill projects by 

phasing in the increases over two years. We look forward to working with staff and Council 

on building livable, sustainable and affordable new projects in Maple Ridge.  

 

 

Yours truly, 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Anne McMullin Bob de Wit 

President & CEO CEO 

Urban Development Institute Greater Vancouver Home Builders’ Association 
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