
  

 

 

 

 

         

 

Nov. 20, 2017 
 

  

ADVOCACY 

FEDERAL 

  
GST on Purpose-Built Rental: As the Globe and Mail reported last week, the federal government has quietly 

abandoned its 2015 campaign commitment to waive the GST on the construction of new purpose-built rental 
units. This news is a disappointment, and leaves unclear whether the federal government will commit to alternate 
measures to incentivize the construction of new rental units in the long-awaited National Housing Strategy to be 
released in the coming days, likely on Wednesday of this week. However, Mr. Morneau's press secretary, Chloé 
Luciani-Girouard, said the strategy will detail how the government intends to promote affordable housing. 

 

PROVINCIAL 

  
Premier Horgan and Minister Robinson address UDI 
Members: On November 16, B.C. Premier John Horgan 

and the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing Selina 
Robinson, joined UDI President and CEO Anne McMulllin 
onstage for an interactive audience Q/A at UDI’s 
November lunch. The sold-out crowd of over 520 UDI 
members heard the Premier and Minister provide an 
update on their government’s plan to address: housing 
affordability, lengthy municipal approval and processing 
times, transit-oriented development, and the government’s 
commitment to build 114,000 new rental, social and co-op, 
and market housing units over 10 years. Immediately 
preceding the lunch, UDI’s Board of Directors met with Minister Robinson and her ministry staff to explore ways 
UDI can collaborate with the government to address housing and land-use issues important to the public and our 
industry.  
  
R22 Guide for up to 6-storey Wood-frame Construction: BC Housing has released an illustrated guide to 
assist developers to construct walls that achieve R22 or higher thermal performance. See the guide here. 

 

 

 

 

 

REGIONAL 

https://www.facebook.com/UDIBC/
https://www.facebook.com/UDIBC/
https://www.instagram.com/udibc/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/udibc/?hl=en
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/politics/liberals-drop-pledge-to-waive-gst-for-new-rental-housing-construction/article36973281/
https://www.youtube.com/user/UDIPacific


  
TransLink Development Cost Charge (DCC) Consultation: After an October 23 stakeholder session with the 

development industry, TransLink staff prepared a draft Revised Framework for a Regional Transportation DCC. 
Much of the focus of the Framework is on the proposed legislation for the DCC. UDI will be reviewing the draft 
Framework with TransLink staff on November 21. Following the meeting, UDI will be providing TransLink with 
formal comments.  
  
Mobility Pricing Independent Commission – Phase One Public Consultation: Congestion on Metro 

Vancouver’s roads and bridges is a critical challenge for our economy and our quality of life. We want UDI 
members to be part of the conversation as the Mobility Pricing Independent Commission explores what 
successful solutions could mean for our region. Have your say by taking part in a short survey and by 
signing up for project updates. Phase one public consultations closes Sunday, November 26.  

  
YVR Airport Zoning Regulations: As YVR’s proposed changes to the Airport Zoning Regulations (AZR) could 

negatively impact future development near the airport, UDI worked with YVR and key stakeholders to host a 
Developer Information Session on Tuesday, November 14. The session provided an overview from YVR staff on 
the proposed AZR changes and potential impacts on development. Information from the session will be 
distributed electronically to the attendees. If you were unable to attend the information session and wish to 
receive more information please contact UDI's Clement Cheng. 

 

MUNICIPAL 

  
City of Vancouver 

  
Community Amenity Contributions 
(CACs): On November 8, UDI 
received this letter from staff 

detailing proposed changes in the 
City’s CAC policy to expedite rental 
housing and commercial 
development. UDI has and continues 
to support this proposal. The issue 
will be further discussed at the 
November 21 Liaison Committee 
meeting. Under the policy, an 
estimated 80% of rental housing projects outside of the downtown will not have a CAC. Larger and more 
complex projects will continue to go through the CAC review process. For commercial projects, the City is 
proposing to replace CACs with Linkage Targets. The interim targets are pictured in the chart provided. 
  
LCES Policy and NEU Connectivity Requirements: On November 15, Council passed a Low-Carbon Energy 

Systems (LCES) Policy and reduced Neighbourhood Energy Utility (NEU) connectivity requirements. UDI wrote a 
letter in support of the staff report. The LCES Policy provides the industry with additional options to achieve the 

City’s objective to reduce carbon emissions in new buildings – by allowing several LCES pathways as opposed 
to just having heavier building envelopes. Connection requirements for NEU systems have been eliminated in 
most areas of the City; the exceptions being parts of the False Creek Flats, Northeast False Creek and Mount 
Pleasant. 
  
105 Keefer Development Permit Board: On November 6, the City of Vancouver Development Permit Board 

denied the permit application for 105 Keefer Street. UDI is disappointed by the City of Vancouver’s surprise 
decision to reject a residential building project that had met the municipality’s regulations and policies. Due to the 
potential uncertainty and negative precedent this decision could have on the integrity of the City’s planning 
process, UDI issued the following statement to key stakeholders and the media. This item will be on the agenda 

of City of Vancouver Liasion Committee meeting on December 5.  
  
Housing Vancouver: At the November 21 Vancouver Liaison Committee meeting, UDI representatives will be 

discussing the Housing Vancouver Strategy, which is anticipated to go to Council at the end of November. The 
proposed 10-year strategy includes approximately 100 recommended actions to improve housing affordability in 
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Vancouver. UDI will provide comments to Council regarding the Strategy and will continue to meet with the City 
as it is implemented.  
  
Acoustic Requirements: The Building Code Advisory Committee will be meeting with City of Vancouver staff on 

November 22 to discuss Building Code regulations specifying acoustic requirements, local variations in the 
Building Code, and Part 3 versus Part 9 buildings.  
 
City of Coquitlam 

  
Housing Affordability Strategy: On November 27, Housing Affordability Strategy Implementation Bylaw 
Updates will be going to Public Hearing. Several Official Community Plan and Zoning By-law updates are 

proposed to incent rental housing, including: 
  
·        Changes to current density incentives for rental housing to encourage more priority unit types (accessible 
rental units, 3-bedroom rental units, below-market/non-market rental units); 
·        Reductions in parking and amenity space requirements for rental and below-market/non-market units; 
·        Definitions to clarify lock-off suites in strata buildings, studios, micro-suites (which will have a minimum size 

of 29 m2), and accessible/special needs units; 
·        Limiting the number of studio apartments in buildings to 30%; and 
·        Clarifying how/when proponents can waive charges for in-kind contributions.  

  
UDI will be providing comments regarding the City’s proposals. If you have comments please contact Clement or 

604.661.3035 by end of day on November 23, 2017.  
 

City of Delta 
Development Cost Charges (DCCs) Bylaw: On November 20th, Delta Council will be considering 
amendments to their DCC Bylaw. As noted in a previous newsletter, the increases are modest per chart 

provided. 
 

  

http://www.coquitlam.ca/docs/default-source/council-agenda-documents/public_hearing_-_2017_11_27_item_4_-_has.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.coquitlam.ca/docs/default-source/council-agenda-documents/public_hearing_-_2017_11_27_item_4_-_has.pdf?sfvrsn=2
mailto:ccheng@udi.org
https://delta.civicweb.net/document/172791
http://udi.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Nov-3-2017-1.pdf


City of New Westminster 

Reminder - Density Bonus Rates 
Increase – As first mentioned in our 

August 29 update, New Westminster 
Council has directed staff to increase 
rates for their Density Bonus 
Program. The City advises that the 
new rates will come into effect on 
Jan.1, 2018, with a transition period 
in which complete applications that 
have been made to the City prior to 
Jan.1, 2018, and receive Council 
approval by July 31, 2019, will continue to be subject to the existing rates. The staff report of November 6 

provides an update on the implementation of the proposed increases and recommends the increases be 
considered at Public Hearing on November 27, 2017. The proposed increases are in the chart provided. 

City of Richmond 

  
Electric Vehicle (EV) Charging Infrastructure: As noted in previous newsletters, UDI has been working with 
the City of Richmond on EV Charging requirements. A report (starting on page 51) is going to the City’s Public 

Works and Transportation Committee on November 22. The proposed By-law, which is anticipated to come into 
effect on April 1, 2018, “… will require that all residential parking spaces, excluding visitor parking, feature an 
electrical outlet capable of providing Level 2 charging.” However, the City will allow energy management 
systems, which will substantially reduce costs, with proposed grandfathering provisions. 
  
District of Squamish 

  
Community Amenity Contribution (CACs): Just a reminder; the District is currently reviewing and revising its 

policy on CACs. They are seeking feedback on their Targets and Allocations as well as the Draft Proposal. 
Please submit your comments to Gary Buxton (gbuxton@squamish.ca) or by phone at 604-815-6870, as well as 
to Rob MacKay-Dunn at UDI (604.661.3034). UDI will be participating in a roundtable/workshop style meeting 

on this subject with Squamish staff on Thursday, November 23 in the District’s Council Chambers from 1-4pm.  
  
District of North Vancouver 

  
Energy Step Code (ESC): The District’s initial ESC implementation date of December 15, 2017 has been 

postponed to July 1, 2018 and will be implemented as follows: 
  
·  Step 1 for Part 3 commercial projects 
·  Step 2 for Part 3 residential projects (except that projects requiring rezoning would have to meet Step 3) 
·  Step 3 for Part 9 residential projects  

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

GENERAL NEWS 

We encourage all of our members to share their latest news about industry awards, philanthropic 
contributions, amenities they've built through CACs, DCLs and DCCs in B.C. communities, along with 
photos please. And, don't forget to add our email  to your corporate news release lists for updates.  

 

  

  

Conversation on Congestion Survey 

http://newwestcity.ca.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=newwestcity_1faa6b1d3c5e89d18c06674efc2b202e.pdf&view=1
https://www.richmond.ca/agendafiles/Open_PWT_11-22-2017.pdf
mailto:gbuxton@squamish.ca
mailto:rmackaydunn@udi.org
mailto:cziola@udi.org


The It’s Time project is looking at how to improve Metro Vancouver’s road transportation network using 
something called decongestion charging, a form of mobility pricing that refers to a range of fees that can be 

charged for using transportation services. 
You can take part in their online public consultation from November 6th to November 26th at www.itstimev.ca 

 

 

Tallest LEED® Platinum Office Tower 

UDI Board Chair Jon Stovell, along with UDI President 
and CEO Anne McMullin, joined dignitaries and 
municipal officials for the opening of The Exchange, 
an award-winning office tower marking many firsts: 

 Vancouver's tallest LEED® Platinum office 

tower 

 Canada's first LEED® Platinum heritage 
conversion with the restoration of the Old 
Stock Exchange building (1929) 

 Credit Suisse's first development in North 
America in its 161-year history 

 

UDI Fundraiser for Homeless Youth to Support Covenant House 

Each year, UDI staff select a charity to support as part of its donation initiatives for the holiday season. This year, 
we are supporting the efforts of Covenant House, which has provided a safe haven for homeless and at-risk 

youth in Vancouver for over 20 years.  

 

 

  

  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
UDI has many events for networking, education & member engagement. For more UDI events, or 

to suggest/sponsor an event, please see Event Calendar.  
 

https://www.itstimemv.ca/decongestion-charging.html
http://www.itstimemv.ca/
http://www.covenanthousebc.org/
http://udi.memberzone.com/events


UDI Seminar: Open for Business - Coquitlam Nov. 28 
 

Over the next 25 years, Coquitlam will experience 
significant growth with population expected to reach over 
220,000 by 2041.The Evergreen Line extension to 
Coquitlam is shaping the area into a more vibrant, urban, 
and high-density, mixed-use community. 

Moderated by Anne McMullin, UDI President & CEO, the panel features:  

 Mayor Richard Stewart, Mayor of Coquitlam 

 Peter Steblin, City Manager - City of Coquitlam 

 Jim McIntyre, GM, Planning & Development - City of Coquitlam 

 Andrew Merrill, Mgr. Community Planning, City of Coquitlam 

  

  
LOCATION: 

Plaza Ballroom, Hyatt Regency     
655 Burrard Street  
Vancouver, BC 
  
DATE/TIME: 

Tuesday, Nov. 28, 2017 
  
7:30 AM   Registration/breakfast  
8:00 AM   Presentations and Q+A 
9:00 AM   Conclusion 
  
  
FEES: 

Member Price: $75.00 
Non-member Price: $150.00 
  
Corporate tables of 10 seats.  
72 hours' notice required for 
cancellations. Substitutions are 
allowed. 

REGISTER 

 

 

 

  

  

UDI Vancouver Winter Reception Now Dec. 13th-Note Date Change 
 

  

By popular request, UDI has changed the date of its annual 
winter reception. Please update your calendars. Come 

celebrate another successful year with us at UDI's annual 
December Reception, a festive event for UDI members, 
public officials & special invited guests. Enjoy good food, 
good cheer, and great networking. 
  
LOCATION: 

Waterfront Ballroom 
Fairmont Waterfront Hotel 
900 Canada Place, Vancouver 

 

https://udi.memberzone.com/eventregistration/register?cid=0gEsn8Z821OQmxt0R89079n1Fh0XjH1336B8654hW469321774048p0Z7b3SyK0J


  
DATE/TIME: 

Wednesday, Dec. 13, 2017 
5:00 to 7:00 pm 
  
FEES: 

$60 + GST (UDI Members Only) 
 

Register 

 

 

 

UDI U40 Winter Social 2017 Dec. 20 
 

 

 

UDI is grateful to our U40 Patron Sponsor, KPMG, 
for their continued support! 

 

This holiday season, our U40 Winter Social will be 
held at the spacious Loft at Earls Yaletown. Enjoy a 

fabulous evening with good food and great company. 
  
Tickets always sell out, so get yours early! 
  
DATE/TIME:  

Wednesday, Dec. 20, 2017 
5:00 - 9:00 PM 
  
FEES: 

$65 + GST - All UDI Members Welcome 
$95 + GST - Non Members 
Includes one drink and canapes 
  
NO REFUNDS but substitutions allowed. 
  
CONTACT: Ginny Normandeau 

Register 

 

 

 

Recap: Hon. Premier John Horgan and Hon. Minister of Municipal Affairs & 
Housing Selina Robinson Keynote UDI Event  

 

  
UDI's board of directors, executive and 
members heard first-hand from the BC Premier 
and Housing Minister how the BC government 
intends to engage with all stakeholders, 
including developers, to forge a 
comprehensive affordable housing strategy for 
the province. 
  
We look forward to working with this new 
government to address the challenges ahead.  

UDI had a lengthy wait list for this event, so 
we're offering an event video for those who were unable to obtain 
tickets. Please click on Premier Horgan's photo or YouTube. 
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Thank-you to our staff and many volunteers for all the help on the 
registration table. Special shout-out to Queenie Larson, EA to UDI Board 
Chair. Thanks again to our generous event sponsors MLA Canada and 
Venture Kamloops. 

Please view, tag and share any event pics on our Facebook page.  
 

  

  

UDI FRASER VALLEY EVENTS 
 

Additional UDI Fraser Valley events will be posted after the Christmas break. Stay tuned. 
 

  

  

UDI IN THE MEDIA 

  
Premier John Horgan and Housing Minister Selina 
Robinson spoke to UDI lunch crowd Nov. 16th, 
advising developers they will consult and collaborate 
with them and to expect foreign buyer tax to extend 
beyond Metro Vancouver. Media stories: Vancouver 
Sun, CBC Metro News, Global News, Ipolitics.ca, 
CBC (second story), The Star and Roundhouse 
Radio. Chinese media: Lahoo.ca. 

  
The shocking and unprecedented City of Vancouver 
#105Keefer residential building rejection prompted a 
media statement by UDI and various interviews with 
UDI President & CEO Anne McMullin in: Global 
TV, Globe and Mail, Business in Vancouver, 
Vancouver Courier, Vancouver Sun, Daily Hive, 
CBC Stephen Quinn-1:09 hour mark, REW.CA, 
CityTV (5:30 mark), Metro News, CKNW's 
Assistant News Director Charmaine Da Silva tweeted her interview-see twitter capture, Journal of 
Commerce,  Vancouver is Awesome, Stephen Quinn Opinion: Globe and Mail, Chinese media: 
westca.com, Opinion Vancouver Courier. 

  
Anne suggests municipalities should not be competitors in property development in Business in Vancouver. 

  
UDI and property appraisal firm try to address the property tax burden on small business and commercial land 
owners in Vancouver Sun. 
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Governments should stop "meddling" in the housing sector and just create supply, notes Michael Ferreira, 
principal of Urban Analytics Inc. in Business in Vancouver. 

 

  

  

UDI's New Members 
 

  

Vancouver: 

  
The AME Consulting Group  
Gryphon Development 
Sutton Assembly Specialists (SAS)  
CIMA Canada 

Aikang Capital  

 

 

 

 

 

  
Capital Region: 

  
Method Engineering and 
Building Services 

  
Okanagan Region: 

  
MJI Ventures 

 

NEWSLETTER SPONSOR - YOUR AD/LOGO COULD APPEAR BELOW 
 

Your ad & logo could go here, mailed out to our 2,500+ mailing list twice a month. Please contact Yvonne 
Lo for details about this monthly sponsorship.  
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