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ADVOCACY 

Provincial 
  
Contaminated Sites 
UDI wrote a letter to the Ministry of Environment regarding the Updated Omnibus Guidance Documents. 
UDI is generally supportive of the documents, however, we addressed some questions and comments 
that we hope the Ministry can clarify. View the letter here. 
 
BC Energy Step Code (ESC)  
With the approval of the ESC regulation over a month ago, UDI continues its work on the ESC Council. 
The Council is currently developing a Best Practices Guide for municipalities who wish to implement the 
ESC, and a communications strategy. The Province is also finalizing reports on cost estimates and 
other issues. UDI will continue to host breakfast seminars on the BC ESC – such as the one this 
morning. 
 
Municipal 
 
District of North Vancouver Meeting Update 
On May 3rd DNV staff provided an update to UDI members on planning initiatives in the District. 
Presentation slides will be posted on UDI website shortly. Staff encouraged attendees to subscribe to 
receive updates on new development applications in DNV neighbourhoods. 
  
City of Abbotsford Land Supply Public Open Houses  
The City of Abbotsford is working on a planning process to identify areas for future industrial growth. 
They will be hosting two open houses for the public to find out more about the process. More 
information here.  
 
City of Vancouver  
Character Home Zoning Review 
Staff provided a presentation to Council on May 3rd regarding the Character Home Zoning Review, 
which is a component of the Heritage Action Plan that the City is developing. The presentation was 
based on an extensive report that was received as information by Council.  Staff recommended several 
future directions, including: 

• Introducing Optional Zoning Incentives; 
• Developing Design Guidelines; 
• No Changes to RS Zoning for New Construction (i.e. no downzoning); and 
• Updating the Interim Procedure Character Merit Checklist for Discretionary Zones. 

Staff note in their report “…that introducing incentives for character retention alone may not result in a 
significant change to current development trends in single-family zones.” There will be an upcoming 
public consultation process (see future newsletters). Staff hope to provide Council with final 
recommendations by mid-2017. UDI will continue to be involved in the process through our participation 
on the Heritage Action Plan Public Advisory Committee. 
 
Zero Emissions Building Centre of Excellence 

http://udi.bc.ca/udi-response-ministry-requests-comments-updated-omnibus-guidance-documents/
http://udi.memberzone.com/events/details/udi-seminar-looking-forward-design-architecture-and-new-step-code-building-requirements-1291
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http://udi.bc.ca/city-abbotsford-industrial-study-open-houses/
http://council.vancouver.ca/20170503/documents/pspc20170503min.pdf
http://vancouver.ca/home-property-development/heritage-action-plan.aspx
http://council.vancouver.ca/20170503/documents/pspc1withappendices.pdf
http://udi.bc.ca/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Urban-Development-Institute-Pacific-Region/152210458172068
https://twitter.com/udibc
http://instagram.com/udibc
http://www.youtube.com/UDIPacific
https://www.linkedin.com/company/urban-development-institute---pacific-region?trk=biz-companies-cym


UDI will also be participating in a May 12th workshop with the City of Vancouver and several stakeholder 
groups on establishing a Zero Emissions Building Centre of Excellence, which will assist the industry in 
meeting the requirements of the BC Energy Step Code and City of Vancouver policies. Click for more 
information including key objectives.   

Property Assessments  
UDI is on a task force with the City of Vancouver and the Province exploring legislative changes to 
resolve the issue of unfair taxation on interim use properties.  These are properties that have been 
assessed at residential redevelopment values and 100% taxed at commercial tax rates.  Split 
Assessments, similar to the Amacon court decision (apply residential tax rates to the unbuilt residential 
density) is one solution under review as well as valuing the “going concern” only.  We hope to convince 
decision makers that a reasonable level of tax certainty can be determined from the Zoning By-law to 
determine how the split assessments will apply. Meetings with the City and the Province are scheduled 
over the next couple of weeks. 
 
Vacancy Tax 
City staff are hosting a UDI meeting next week to answer questions regarding the Vacancy Tax. The list 
of questions that will be addressed is available here. We will update UDI members with answers as 
soon as possible.  
 
Township of Langley Liaison Committee Meeting   
UDI will be having a Liaison Committee Meeting on May 24th with the Township of Langley. We will be 
discussing the emerging issue of sales centers as well as their CAC policy. UDI sent a letter to the 
Township regarding sales centers being accommodated in the zoning by-law.  Please send any other 
agenda items you would like to be discussed at this meeting. 
  
City of Surrey 
Clean Energy Award 
The City is currently seeking award nominations for its City Awards Program, specifically in the Clean 
Energy City Award category. The nomination deadline in June 5. 
 
Tree Planting  
At the Surrey Development Advisory Committee, Council presented a presentation on tree planting in 
Surrey. View the presentation here.  

 

UDI IN THE NEWS 

UDI President & CEO, Anne McMullin, questioned on NDP Housing Platform Cost (CBC) 
 
UDI supports City of Vancouver Zero Emission Rezoning: Vancouver Sun, Globe & Mail 
 
Anne McMullin op-ed on housing shortage impact on high-tech sector employment (Vancouver Sun) 
 
Anne McMullin on the business burden of rising “highest, best use” property taxes and impact on “mixed 
use” communities (Vancouver Sun) 
 
Stakeholders: Iain Black, President & CEO, Greater Vancouver Board of Trade supports UDI goal of 
more diverse, affordable home supply, to help his member businesses retain employees: Vancouver 
Sun, The Province, CBC News, CBC Podcast, Metro News, News 1130 
 
Anne McMullin interview with realtor Keith Roy on housing challenges and #MissingMiddle 
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http://vancouversun.com/opinion/op-ed/opinion-vancouvers-rezoning-policy-cuts-carbon-and-costs
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http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/vancouver-must-speed-up-housing-development-process-greater-vancouver-board-of-trade-1.4073578
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http://www.metronews.ca/news/vancouver/2017/04/18/metro-vancouver-cities-need-build-missing-middle-housing.html
http://www.news1130.com/2017/04/18/despite-price-drop-housing-market-royal-lepage/
http://www.keithroy.com/podcast-2

