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ADVOCACY 

PROVINCIAL 
 
UDI sent a congratulatory letter to the incoming Premier John 
Horgan, highlighting areas of mutual interest such as building 
more housing and transit together across the Metro Vancouver 
region.  

School Site Acquisition Charges (SSAC) 
Representatives from UDI met with staff from the Ministry of 
Education on July 11, 2017. The purpose of the meeting was to 
discuss the school site acquisition charge collection and 
expenditure processes. Additionally, UDI identified a number of 
issues including: 

• The need to provide new schools in high growth areas such as Abbotsford, Coquitlam, Langley, Maple 
Ridge and Surrey; 

• Establishing a clear capital planning process for new schools that is linked to municipal land use plans 
and priorities; 

• Reducing the footprint of schools by moving away from one-storey structures in urban areas; 
• Ensuring that revenues from the sale of older schools in municipalities is used to fund new schools in 

those municipalities; 
• Having municipal park departments work with school boards to share sites to reduce costs; and 
• The need for consultation with the industry if any changes are contemplated to the current SSAC 

approach.  

BC Energy Step Code (ESC)  

As noted in previous newsletters, UDI continues to work on the ESC Council. A number of seminars on the ESC 
have occurred including a July 11th one with preliminary findings from a costings study that will be released later 
this summer. To access the webinars and the slides click here.  
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Contaminated Sites  

UDI wrote a letter to the Ministry of Environment on our comments concerning the application of the wildland 
land use standard within municipalities. In addition, we wrote another letter to the Ministry on our 
recommendations for the definition of high density standards. The next Contaminated Sites Committee meeting 
will be July 20th. 

REGIONAL 

Metro Vancouver Performance and Audit Committee met on July 7th to discuss the GVS&DD Development Cost 
Charge Program Review. The report (pages 22 -29) recommends that stakeholder consultation take place from 
late-August to October. The effective date for the new rates will likely be on April 1, 2018. Please see the 
proposed rates here. UDI is concerned that despite proposed substantial rate increases and previous indications 
that there might be phasing, Metro officials have stated that there will be no phasing. Please see a Vancouver 
Sun Article on the issue. UDI will be seeking and is willing to participate in a meaningful consultation process.  

MUNICIPAL 

City of Vancouver 

Cambie Corridor Phase III - upcoming stakeholder meeting July 24th, 9:30 - 11:00 am at City Hall- City staff 
are hosting this presentation and Q&A session for UDI members. RSVP to gduffus@udi.org if you are interested 
in attending. More info on the Cambie plan. 

Empty Homes Tax (EHT) - The City has proposed some amendments the EHT. Of particular interest is the 
proposed exemption for vacant land IF application to create housing is under review.  

Development Cost Levies (DCLs) -  On July 26 Council will consider recommended new City-wide DCL rates 
and DCL rate categories. The City-wide DCL comprehensive update has been underway since early 2016 
and includes: updated population and job growth projections; growth-related capital costs for DCL-eligible 
projects and review of DCL rate categories. UDI provided comments at a June 7th stakeholder meeting and at 
the July 6 Vancouver Liaison meeting.  

Millennium Line Broadway Extension - On June 22, 2017, UDI representatives attended a TransLink/City of 
Vancouver Stakeholder Workshop regarding the Millennium Line extension along Broadway.  UDI reiterated the 
need for increased growth near the new stations, and requested that there be clear communication between the 
City, TransLink and the industry regarding construction activities and restrictions when the Millennium extension 
is being built.  

Heritage Action Plan - This is a set of actions to update the City’s Heritage Conservation Program, which was 
first established in 1986. A draft Vision and Goals have been developed for the Heritage Conservation Program, 
along with a draft Heritage Strategy. These will set the strategic directions and priorities of the Heritage 
Conservation Program for the next 10 years. Please share your views on the draft Vision, Goals, and draft 
Heritage Strategy through the City’s online questionnaire. Your input will help inform the final recommendations 
to City Council later this year. The questionnaire will be open until July 31st. More information on the Heritage 
Action Plan is available here. If you have any comments, questions or concerns, please contact Briana Mussatto 
at bmussatto@udi,org by July 26th.  

City of Richmond 

District Energy FAR exemption -  This information bulletin provides more clarity on  a district energy equipment 
floor area ratio exemption to developments that are committed to connecting to district energy and are installing 
more efficient in-building mechanical systems.  
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Affordable Housing Strategy (AHS) - Following focus group consultation sessions, UDI submitted a letter 
regarding the AHS recommendations which are going to council for consideration on July 24th. 

Electric Vehicle (EV) Charging Infrastructure - On June 27th, UDI representatives discussed Richmond’s 
proposals to require EV infrastructure in new residential buildings. Presentation slides and consultant report 
posted here.  The City’s proposals include the following: 

• “All residential parking spaces shall be “Energized”. “Energized” means - All infrastructure required for 
charging of an electric vehicle (EV), including all electrical equipment (including metering), cabling and 
associated raceways, and connections, with exception of the Level 2 EVSE equipment. 

• Performance standard - A minimum performance level of 12 kWh per EVSE, over an eight (8) hour 
overnight period. Load management and/or load sharing may be implemented.” 

UDI has been advocating that municipalities include load management/sharing in EV Charging By-laws, as 
Richmond is proposing, to reduce the electrical infrastructure costs. The proposed costs in Richmond range from 
$307 per stall (townhouses) to $760 per stall (high-rise). 

At the June 27th meeting, UDI also advocated for reducing parking standards to further offset the costs of the 
infrastructure and asked the City to consider reducing the standard, so that it applies on a per unit (as opposed 
to a per stall) basis. A follow-up meeting is scheduled for July 19, 2017 with the City and CHOA.  
 
City of Burnaby  

UDI/Burnaby Liaison Committee Meeting was on June 19th. Discussion topics included:  

• Processing timelines – specifically on the building permit process; 
• The Burnaby Metrotown Plan which is being finalized and likely brought to Council sometime this 

summer; and 
• New groundwater management requirements – see previous newsletter.   

UDI is having a Processing Subcommittee meeting on July 17th. We are also scheduling another subcommittee 
on the new groundwater management requirements before any new requirements are implemented. The next 
Liaison Committee meeting will be in the fall.  

City of Coquitlam  

Burquitlam-Lougheed Neighbourhood Plan and Urban Design + Development Permit Areas Part of the 
Citywide Official Community Plan - On June 26 Council adopted the Burquitlam-Lougheed Neighbourhood 
Plan (BLNP) as well as amendments to the City’s Development Permit Areas Part of the Citywide Official 
Community Plan. The BLNP was discussed at several UDI/Coquitlam Liaison Committee meetings, and UDI was 
generally supportive of it as well as the changes to the Development Permit Areas – although, we did raise some 
issues in this letter.     

Liaison Committee Update - At the June 16th meeting TransLink provided an update on building near their 
guideways. We also discussed the City’s Community Planning Update. We will be having a processing 
subcommittee meeting on July 14th. For more information on the meeting or to attend, please contact Briana 
Mussatto at bmussatto@udi,org.  

Northwest Burke Vision - The City is developing a vision to guide development for the 400 hectare area. More 
information here. If you have any questions or comments contact Briana Mussatto bmussatto@udi.org by July 
26. 
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City of Abbotsford  

Agricultural Land Reserve - On July 17, there will be a scheduled Public Hearing for a proposed ALR exclusion 
application for the two Special Study Areas that were presented to the public during Open Houses in May. As 
noted in previous newsletters, the City of Abbotsford is considering making an application pursuant to Section 29 
of the Agricultural Land Commission Act to exclude 115 parcels totaling 283 hectares from the Agricultural Land 
Reserve for potential industrial growth. More information can be found here. 
 
City of Maple Ridge  

Commercial & Industrial Lands Strategy - The City is proposing to predesignating at least 200 acres of new 
employment lands in the City to best accommodate future investment and job growth. The bylaw will be going to 
Public Hearing on July 18th. More information here. If you have any questions, comments or concerns, please 
contact Briana Mussatto at bmussatto@udi,org by July 14th. 
 
Township of Langley  

Residential Sales Centres - UDI wrote a letter to Council giving a few recommendations on the Zoning Bylaw 
Amendment to allow for regional sales centres. The Public Hearing was on July 10th and will hopefully get 3rd 
and 4th reading by the end of the month.  

 

 

UDI Welcomes New Staff member Rob MacKay-Dunn  

Rob MacKay-Dunn will join the Urban Development Institute (UDI) on Aug. 2nd as VP, 
Government & Public Affairs.  Rob comes to UDI from the Greater Vancouver Board of 
Trade where he was Director of Public Policy & Communications.    

He will work with UDI's many stakeholders including NGOs, business, community, and all 
levels of government to support creation of a regional transportation & land use plan, help 
increase housing supply and gain incentives for more rental housing development. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UDI Van Summer Social 

The U40 and Women of UDI Committees co-hosted a 
Summer Social at Mahony & Sons last week. Please 
tag your photos on Facebook!  

Business card draw winner: Marc Sawyer of 
Deloitte! You win $200 to Deep Cove Brewery 

Thanks to our generous sponsors Darwin 
Properties and Open Booth (Photobooth). 

With over 55 acres of land planned for 
redevelopment starting in 2018, Darwin Properties is the largest developer on the North Shore. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

UDI has many events for networking, 
education & member engagement with 
generous sponsor support.    
 
UDI Fraser Valley will hold its Summer Social 
this Thursday, July 13.   
Time: 4 to 6 pm. 
Register Now 
  
UDI Capital Region Development Tour to Austin 
Texas - Sep 20-23. More info here. 
  
For more UDI events and to suggest or sponsor an event, please see Event 
Calendar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UDI Invited to Speak at Dunbar Residents Board Meeting 

UDI has been invited by the Dunbar Residents Assoc. to speak 
at an upcoming board meeting about the benefits of gentle 
density in this traditionally single family home 
neighbourhood.  This is welcome news as recent Census data 
has shown the declining population of Dunbar, largely due the 
lack of affordable housing besides high-priced single family 
dwellings. 
 
We will overview how the area can welcome young families 
and ensure seniors can age in place by allowing ground-
oriented family housing (rowhomes, townhomes, duplexes, tris, 
quads) as well as low-rise apartments with elevators for 
seniors with mobility issues. We will also suggest that 
residents benefit in the increased density by sharing in the land 
lift profit that has normally been reserved for the city and 
developers.   
 
We invite our members to send their great photo examples showing how multi-family homes have integrated in 
single family streetscapes, retaining neighbourhood character. Please email Cheryl or call 604-661-3037.    
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UDI IN THE MEDIA 
 
UDI President & CEO Anne McMullin appeared on the live 
radio CKNW Steele & Drex show, talking about pre-sales, 
foreign buyers, flipping and taking caller questions. 
 
In the Vancouver Sun, Anne McMullin advises Metro 
Vancouver's proposed DCC sewage fee hikes will get 
passed onto home buyers, not taken out of developers' profit 
margin. 
 
Our UDI Fraser Valley Forecast Lunch sparked media 
interest. UDI Panelist Don R. Campbell appeared on Global 
TV.   
The event was also featured on News 1130 and in Ming Pao. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GENERAL NEWS 
 
We encourage all of our members to share their latest news about industry awards, philanthropic 
contributions, amenities they've built through CACs, DCLs and DCCs in BC communities along with 
photos please.  And, don't forget to add our email  to your corporate news release lists for updates.  

 

 

NEWSLETTER SPONSOR  

Your ad & logo could go here, mailed out to our 2,500+ mailing list.   
Please contact Yvonne Lo for details.  
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