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July 13, 2017 

 

Mr. Chris Clibbon 

Planner 

City of Vancouver 

453 West 12th Ave 

Vancouver, BC 

V5Y 1V4 

 

Re: City of Vancouver, Proposed Development Cost Levy Increase 

Dear Mr. Clibbon, 

The Urban Development Institute (UDI) thanks you for providing opportunities for 

consultation on the Development Cost Levy (DCL) by-law on June 7th (stakeholder 

engagement session) and July 6th (Vancouver/UDI Liaison meeting). UDI members are 

prepared to pay their fair share of the costs of growth.  

We would have preferred more discussion regarding the magnitude of the cost increases, 

which are high – especially for the commercial and industrial sectors. UDI would prefer 

extended grandfathering for in-stream applications (including those that have completed 

letter of inquiry) to protect projects that are facing unexpected fee increases, and have less 

opportunity to mitigate the impacts. 

UDI was pleased that staff are willing to further discuss and resolve concerns that the 

industry has regarding its confusion on when, where and how DCLs, Community Amenity 

Contributions (CACs), Density Bonuses and Conditions of Approval are used to fund capital 

projects in Vancouver. As we noted in our meetings, developers pay CACs and DCLs for 

park, daycare spaces and affordable housing.  

Our members also pay DCLs for transportation (and soon utility infrastructure), but still 

receive request from the City to pay for offsite transportation and utility infrastructure as 

part of the Engineering Department’s Conditions of Approval. Further, the timing of these 

requests occurs late in the process, after the CACs have been negotiated.  

Other municipalities make it much clearer about which capital projects are funded by 

Development Cost Chargers (DCCs). Local governments can provide the industry with the 

complete list of projects in their DCC program. There are also clearer rules regarding what 

the DCCs fund, and what other utility and transportation infrastructure projects developers 

are responsible for building.  

We would like to work with the City to address these key issues for the industry, as 

resolving them will provide certainty when developers purchase sites. Developers would like 

better transparency regarding how the fees and charges they provide the City are used to 

fund capital projects.    
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We hope the City can take steps to mitigate the substantial increases DCC rates coming this 

September, and we look forward to working with you and Vancouver staff on increasing the 

transparency of the DCL system as well as CACs, Density Bonusing and Conditions of 

Approval. 

 

Yours sincerely.  

 

Anne McMullin 

President and CEO 

 

 

 


