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105 Keefer Street & 544 Columbia Street Rezoning 

May 23, 2017 to Vancouver City Council 

 

Chair, Mayor, and Councillors. My name is Anne McMullin. I 

am the President and CEO of the Urban Development 

Institute.  

 

It is not the normal practice of UDI to speak in favour of 

individual projects. Our focus is mainly on the overarching 

planning policy and regulatory environment within which our 

members operate. 

 

However, it is important for UDI to be involved in this 

application because its passage will have wider and positive 

implications.  

 

A lot of hard work was been spent on developing the 

Chinatown Sub-area Plan by the community, the City and the 

industry. It is a good Plan, and that is why UDI supported it 

six years ago.  

 

The Plan also encourages balanced growth in a strategic area 

of Vancouver - adjacent to the CBD and near rapid transit. 

People living and working in this neighbourhood are more 

likely to walk, bike, or take transit. It is the type of area where 

growth should be encouraged, while maintaining the unique 

character and heritage of the community.  

 

http://www.udi.bc.ca/
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Much of the implementation of the Chinatown Plan falls on the 

industry, and in this case the developer has taken a parking 

lot and is proposing a project that will add to Chinatown – and 

exceeding the requirements of the Area Plan.  

 

They worked with the City, BC Housing and the community to 

provide 25 units of social housing – almost a quarter of the 

106 units in the project.  

 

In addition, the project will also include ground floor space for 

the Chinatown Seniors Culture and Recreation Coalition.  

 

Tonight is a good example of the problems with the public 

hearing process. Chinatown has had numerous planning 

processes over the last 15 years, including: 

 

 The Chinatown Vision Directions (adopted in 2002) 

 The Historic Area HA-1A District Schedule; 

 The Rezoning Policy for Chinatown South (HA-1A) 

(adopted in 2011); 

 City of Vancouver View Protection Guidelines (amended 

in 2011) 

 The Chinatown Historic Area Height Review (adopted in 

2011)  

 The Chinatown HA-1A Design Guidelines (adopted in April 

2011); 

 The Chinatown Character and Advice to Developers and 

Architects; 

 The Rezoning Policy for Higher Buildings in Chinatown 

South (adopted in 2011);  

 The Chinatown Neighbourhood Plan and Economic 

Revitalization Strategy (adopted in 2012); and  
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 The Downtown Eastside Local Area Plan (adopted in 

2014). 

 

This Area Plan was approved by Council after an extensive 

consultation process over several years with numerous 

stakeholders and many public meetings.  

 

The City has approved a great Plan that is supposed to 

provide certainty in the development of this area. It would be 

difficult for you not to approve something that exceeds your 

policy. 

 

Otherwise, the certainty of other City Planning policies will be 

put into question. This will increase risk and therefore costs 

of development projects, which will be passed onto tenants 

and buyers. 

 

We believe the better way forward is to update zoning by-

laws soon after an area plan has gone through an extensive 

public consultation and been approved as policy by Council.  

 

We again would like to assert our support for this project, but 

more importantly the Chinatown Sub-area Plan. They balance 

growth with the protection of heritage/cultural assets and 

provide needed public amenities.  

 

 

Thank you.  
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