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May 1, 2017 

 

Cameron Lewis 

Executive Director 

Environmental Emergencies and Land Remediation Branch 

Ministry of Environment 

Government of British Columbia 

PO Box 9342 Stn Prov Govt 

Victoria BC   V8W 9M1 

 

Dear Mr. Lewis: 

 

Re: UDI Response to Ministry Requests for Comments on Updated Omnibus 

Guidance Documents 

 

First, I would like to thank the Ministry for participating in the Urban Development 

Institute’s (UDI’s) April 5, 2017 Contaminated Sites Omnibus Changes Breakfast 

Seminar.  Aimée Brisebois provided our members with a thorough review of the 

Omnibus changes, and she met with our Contaminated Sites Committee afterward to 

discuss several issues raised by our Committee members.  

 

This letter responds to the Ministry’s requests on the following protocols and 

administrative guidance documents released for comment from stakeholders:  

 

 Protocol 4. Determining background soil quality; 

 Protocol 18. Establishing multiple land uses at sites; 

 Administrative Guidance 3. Applying for contaminated site services; and 

 Administrative Guidance 5. Approved professional recommendations relating 

to low and moderate risk sites. 

 

UDI has reviewed the documents and is generally supportive of them. However, we 

have some questions and comments that we hope the Ministry can address regarding 

the protocols.  

 

 

Protocol 18: 

 

 Under Section 3.2 of the Protocol, the Ministry states “In the case of multiple 

land uses occurring on a site or parts of a site, all land uses may apply.” 

There would be more clarity, if it was reworded as follows - “In the case of 

multiple land uses occurring on a site or parts of a site, all land uses listed in 

Section 3.1 may apply.”  
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 Under Section 3.2., the term “primary land use” is not defined; and further, 

our members have reported conflicting interpretations from the Approved 

Professionals on this topic. Therefore, further clarity is needed. We 

recommend that it be defined through consultation with the industry and 

stakeholders. UDI would be willing to meet with Ministry staff on this matter.  

 

 Some of our members have noted that Protocol 18 may contradict Procedure 

6. We recommend that the Ministry review Procedure 6 in light of Protocol 18, 

and make adjustments to the documents as required.  

 

Protocol 4: 

 

 We have received comments from our members that Option 2b within 

Protocol 4 references Section 46.1 (a) (iv) of the Regulation, and appears to 

be in error. In general, we recommend that the Ministry be clearer regarding 

the ability to set background levels for non-point source anthropogenic 

sources on a development site.   

 

 

We thank the Ministry again for working with the industry on improving the 

contaminated sites remediation process in British Columbia, and look forward to 

continuing to work with you on the implementation of the Omnibus changes.  

 

Yours truly, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anne McMullin 

President & CEO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
S:\Public\POLICY\MUNICIPAL LIAISON\Environment\Brownfields\UDI Response to Ministry Requests for 

Comments on Updated Omnibus Guidance Documents.doc 

 


