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Trees have numerous social, 
environmental, and economic 
benefits that contribute to improved 
quality of life for residents and 
visitors: 
• improved air and water quality 
• reduced storm water impacts 
• mitigated heating and cooling 

costs 
• increased commercial activity 
• beautify our neighbourhoods 
• are linked to improved health of 

people 



In the face of a changing climate 
evidenced by rising temperatures, 
longer more intense drought, and 
more frequent and damaging 
storms, the need to plant and 
manage a resilient inventory of 
trees has never been greater. 



City Plans and Policies (including 
the Sustainability Charter, 
Biodiversity Conservation Strategy, 
Shade Tree Management Plan 
Provide the framework and 
guidance for tree planting. 

In a rapidly urbanizing City, careful 
planning is necessary to ensure: 
• Right species for the space 
• Inspect every tree for quality of 

structure (stem, branches, roots) 
• Install trees in the right location 

at the right time 



• The City began collecting fees in 1997 at 
$300 per tree 

 
• In 2005, fees were increased to $340 for 

single-family and $435 for industrial, 
commercial, and multi-family 
developments 

 
• Since that time, costs have been reviewed 

a number of times and were deemed to 
be sufficient to cover costs 

- Competitive labour rates and tree 
purchase costs kept costs low for 
more than a decade 

 
• Costs were reviewed in December 2016 

and the City determined that an increase 
is necessary 



Primary areas of increase are: 
• cost to purchase trees 
• cost to replace trees 
• cost to water trees 



Rather than streets that look like this… 



… the City’s streets will look like this. 

Reduced heating and cooling costs 



Improved air and 
water quality 



Improved public health 



Vibrant commercial and retail experiences for shoppers and businesses 



Beautiful neighbourhoods and increased property value 
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