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July 25, 2016 

 
Mayor Gregor Robertson and Council  

City of Vancouver 
453 West 12th Avenue 
Vancouver, BC  V5Y 1V4 

 
Dear Mayor and Council: 

 
Re: Grandview-Woodland Community Plan 

 

The Urban Development Institute (UDI) recognizes that the City and the local community 
have expended a lot of resources to develop the Grandview-Woodland Community Plan 

and we would like to thank staff and those involved in their efforts to develop the Plan. It 
has taken four years to complete and although we believe more could be done, the 
approval of a Community Plan for Grandview-Woodland is important. It will help to 

diversify the area’s housing supply, provide important neighbourhood amenities, enhance 
the vibrancy of the area, and add additional ridership to the regional transit network – a 

critical component for a growing and financially viable transit system.  
 
In canvasing our members, many believe more density could have been allocated near 

the Broadway-Commercial SkyTrain station. In addition, given the Council’s objective to 
increase the number of family housing units, more townhome sites could be identified. 

However, we do not want the Grandview-Woodland Community Plan to be delayed any 
further. Important development projects have been put on hold during the four year 
consultation process. Moving forward we expect that development applications (which 

adhere to the Plan) are approved in a timely manner.   
 

Overall, UDI supports the approval of the Grandview-Woodland Community Plan. We are 
pleased that a diverse mix of housing types/tenures are being proposed and that the 
building forms and heights are clear. The Plan identifies amenities for the community, 

commits to fixed-rate CACs in some areas, and pre-zones various sites.   
 

UDI is pleased that the Plan incorporates opportunities for developers to work with non-
profit groups. UDI and our members have long been supportive of developers working 

with non-profits organizations to meet their goals and aspirations, while providing much 
needed housing supply. We hope that partnerships between developers, non-profit 
groups, and the City prevail and are reflected in the implementation of this Plan. 

Appropriate density levels are needed for these opportunities to be viable.  
 

With four Community Plans being approved in Vancouver since 2014 (West End, Marpole, 
Downtown Eastside, and now Grandview-Woodland), we recognize the impact that the 
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timing of these Plans has on the delivery of new housing supply. On the one hand, we 
applaud the outcome of these Community Plans – e.g. new housing supply, pre-zoning, 

fixed-rate CACs, and numerous other community benefits. On the other hand, as the 
community planning process unfolds, important housing projects are put on hold for many 
years. A four year community planning process plus an estimated four year project 

approval and construction process results in an eight year delay for new housing supply 
and amenities in Grandview-Woodland. 

 
The target timeframe for the Grandview-Woodland process was less than two years. We 
urge the City to take steps to meet this timeframe for future community plans. We also 

recommend that the City be clearer about its expectations for future community plans 
upfront before the planning processes begins. For example, some issues such as the need 

for and amount of growth near high-order transit lines should be established upfront.  
 

Thank you again for consulting with UDI and our members on the Grandview Woodland 
Community Plan. We appreciate the efforts the City has taken to develop this Plan, and 
we support its approval and ask for timely implementation.  

 
 

Yours truly, 
 

 
Anne McMullin 

President and CEO 
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