
  

 

 

  

 

 

      
 

September 5, 2018 
 

  

UDI POLICY AND COMMUNICATIONS STAFF ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
It’s our pleasure to welcome two new members to the UDI Team: 
  
•   Jennifer Main, a recent graduate from the University of British Columbia in political science, has joined UDI 
as the Marketing and Communications Coordinator. Jennifer brings to UDI a background in marketing and 

a passion for communications and public policy. Jennifer started with UDI on August 9 and can be reached at 
604.661.3035 or jmain@udi.org. 

  
•   Cassandra McColman, a Simon Fraser University graduate, is joining UDI as the Policy and Research 
Coordinator. Coming to UDI from the Greater Vancouver Board of Trade, Cassandra has extensive 

experience working with many of the regions key stakeholders and elected officials on important regional 
public policy issues. Cassandra started with UDI on August 20, and can be reached at 604.661.3032 or 
cmccolman@udi.org. 

  
Please join us in welcoming both Jennifer and Cassandra to the UDI team! 

 

ADVOCACY 

  
FEDERAL 

  
Steel Tariffs: The Federal Government has been consulting on whether safeguard measures should be taken 
to protect the Canadian Steel Industry due to trade issues with the United States. In addition to imposing 
tariffs on U.S. construction steel imports, the Government is assessing whether tariffs and/or quotas should 
be imposed on steel coming from other nations. UDI wrote a letter (see attached) to the Hon. Bill Morneau, 

Minister of Finance, opposing the safeguard actions because of the impacts on our industry and housing 
affordability.   
  
PROVINCIAL 

  
2018 Building Code: UDI received the following important announcement regarding the upcoming 2018 B.C. 
Building Code (BCBC).  
  
“Dear Industry Stakeholders: 
  
I am pleased to advise that the Province has adopted the 2018 edition of the British Columbia Building Code, 
including Book II Plumbing Services (BC Building and Plumbing Code).  
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The new BC Building and Plumbing Code will be effective December 10, 2018 and will apply to building 
permits applied for on or after that date. The BC Fire Code is anticipated to be adopted in the fall of 2018 and 
effective December 10, 2018. Buildings with permits in place under the previous 2012 BC Building Code will 
generally not be affected by the adoption of the new code.   
  
The BC Building and Plumbing Code is based substantially on the model National Building and Plumbing 
Codes of Canada (National Codes). The 2015 National Codes adopted 600 technical changes to improve 
clarity, introduce new concepts, and expand existing requirements. Some of the new requirements in the 
National Codes include:  

 updates to airborne sound transmission ratings,  

 seismic design and climatic data, and  

 updates to stairs, ramps, handrails and guards, including an increase to the run dimensions for 
residential dwellings.  

 For more information about the changes introduced in the 2015 National Codes, please visit the Codes 
Canada website.  
  
The 2018 BC Building and Plumbing Code includes most of the 2015 National Code requirements and some 
variations specific to British Columbia.  Some important BC-specific code changes introduced in the 2018 BC 
Building Code include: 

 increasing building accessibility for persons with disabilities,  

 improving the energy efficiency of buildings to require compliance with new building energy 
efficiency codes and standards,  

 providing a variation to the National Building Code requirements for mid-rise combustible buildings 
to require 10 percent street frontage and exterior cladding with increased fire resistance, and 

 updating radon data, based on recent studies.  

For more information about the 2018 BC Building and Plumbing Code, please visit our website. Online 
resources include: 

 Summary of changes  

 General technical bulletin 

 Accessibility bulletin 

 Mid-rise combustible construction bulletin 

Please note that the online version of the 2018 BC Building and Plumbing Code will be available for purchase 
in the coming weeks at www.bccodes.ca. The Building and Safety Standards Branch will notify code users 
when the online version is published. The print version is expected at a later date, and code users will be 
notified when it becomes available. 
  
The Building and Safety Standards Branch is working with partners to deliver education and support code 
users in learning about the new requirements. Additional code resources will be posted to our website, in the 
coming months.  
  
If you have any questions, please email Building.Safety@gov.bc.ca." 

  
UDI is organizing a Breakfast Seminar this fall regarding the 2018 BCBC to provide members with information 
about the key changes to the B.C. Building Code.   
  
Clean Growth Intentions Papers: As noted in previous newsletters, the Government issued three intentions 
papers in July as part of their clean growth strategy that will be released in the fall. The three areas the 

papers cover are:  
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  Clean Transportation, which includes information on transit and zero emission vehicles; 

  Clean, Efficient Buildings, which focuses on proposed new Building Code energy efficiency 
requirements (that are linked to the Energy Step Code), regulating GHG emissions from buildings, 
energy labelling, incentive/training programs, Electric Vehicle Charging and having a new code for 
existing buildings by 2024; and 

 A Clean Growth Program for Industry, which focuses on British Columbia’s industrial sectors. 

UDI provided the attached response to the Province regarding the intentions papers.  

 
Land Owner Transparency Act White Paper: The Government has released a Land Owner Transparency 
Act White Paper, and have extended the timeline for consultation and feedback on it until September 19.  

  
According to a June 20 news release, the Government is going to establish “… a new, publicly accessible 

registry of who owns real estate in British Columbia.” A new Land Owner Transparency Act “… would 
authorize the collection of beneficial ownership information, as well as the creation and administration of the 
public registry.” UDI’s Legal Issues Committee met on Thursday, June 28 to review the proposed legislation 
and to respond to the Government’s consultation. If you would like further information on the notes from this 
meeting and the next steps, please contact Marissa Chan-Kent at 604- 661-3033. 

  
MUNICIPAL 

  
City of New Westminster 

  
B.C. Energy Step Code/Electric Vehicles: You are invited to New Westminster’s Fall 2018 UDI Developer 
Breakfast event at the Anvil Centre ballroom on Monday, September 17, 2018 between 9:00 am and 
noon. This is the City’s second developer workshop on the proposed BC Energy Step Code framework for 

new Part 3 multi-residential and commercial buildings in New Westminster, and is a follow-up to their first 
workshop at the Anvil Centre on June 20. City staff are bringing back refinements on the Step Code levels 
and timing for larger buildings. 
  
The September workshop will also feature the City’s new Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure Zoning 
Bylaw Amendment for new residential development, as well as updated Development Permit Area guidelines 
for institutional and commercial buildings. Subject area experts will be on hand to answer questions and relay 
experiences from other local government that have adopted similar policies. 
  
The Breakfast event is free for interested participants and features a buffet-style hot breakfast, with fruit and 
yoghurt, fresh baked items, coffee, tea and assorted juices. The invitation is attached. To register, please e-
mail Ryan Coleman or call 604.515.3818. 

  
City of Richmond 

 
B.C. Energy Step Code (ESC): Also, as noted in previous newsletters, the City of Richmond has been 
consulting on the ESC. On July 16, 2018, their Council adopted the following requirements that came into 

effect on September 1, 2018:  
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In addition, staff note, “These requirements apply to new Building Permit applications filed on or after 
September 1, 2018, with the following exceptions: 

 If a Development Permit has been issued prior to September 1, 2018, the owner may, while their 
Development Permit remains valid, apply for a Building Permit in compliance with the energy 
efficiency requirements applicable prior to adoption of the BC Energy Step Code; or 

 If an acceptable Development Permit application has been submitted to the City prior to July 16, 
2018, the owner may, until December 31, 2019, apply for a Building Permit in compliance with the 
energy efficiency requirements applicable prior to adoption of the BC Energy Step Code. 

 In addition, please note the following: 

  As part of adopting the BC Energy Step Code, the City of Richmond has also introduced new floor 
area calculation exclusions: 



 Provided that the wall thickness is utilized for the provision of insulating materials, exterior 
wall thickness in excess of 0.16 m (typical to meet the baseline BC Building Code) is 
excluded from floor area calculations, up to a maximum exclusion of 0.31 m.  

 Conditioned area floor space occupied by components of a “green building system” is 

excluded from floor area calculations, up to a maximum of 2.35m
2
 per dwelling unit.  

 Townhouses built to Energy Step Code requirements are not required to build to the BC Solar Hot 
Water Ready regulation. 

 Council has approved a total of $110,000 in additional outreach and training to assist local builders 
in working successfully with the new BC Energy Step Code requirements. This funding will be used 
for:  

 Renewal and expansion of the City’s Airtightness Training Program (For more information, 
see: https://energy.richmond.ca/air-tightness-training/ ); 

 Additional Builders’ Breakfast events, and  

 Training focused specifically on achieving BC Energy Step Code requirements in new Part 
3 construction. 

 The report to Council regarding adoption of the BC Energy Step Code can be reviewed here: 
https://www.richmond.ca/__shared/assets/3_BCEnergy_Step_Code_GP06181850780.pdf 

 Presentations from the City of Richmond’s stakeholder consultation process regarding adoption of 
the BC Energy Step Code can be found here: https://energy.richmond.ca/energy-step-code/ 

 Extensive general information and resource regarding the BC Energy Step Code can be found 
here: https://energystepcode.ca/ 

City staff are preparing two Bulletins (regarding Part 9 and Part 3 buildings respectively) containing 
additional information about implementation of the BC Energy Step Code by the City of Richmond.” 
UDI will forward the Bulletins to members when they are available. Below is additional technical information 
regarding the ESC provided by the City.  
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City of Surrey 

  
Surrey City Energy Rates and Rate Structure: The City of Surrey is seeking input from Surrey City Centre 
developers regarding the rates and rate structure (Schedule C – page 31) for Surrey City Energy, the city-

owned district energy utility. Interested members should submit questions and/or concerns to Cassandra 
McColman at cmccolman@udi.org by no later than September 10, 2018 for submission to Surrey’s Expert 

External Rate Review.  
  
City of Vancouver 

  
Cambie Corridor Phase 3: As noted in our last newsletter, City staff presented the following Amendments to 
the Zoning and Development By-law Regarding RM-8A 8AN Districts for Townhouse Areas to City 
Council on July 24, which was then referred to a Public Hearing on September 5. The proposed RM-8A 
and RM-8AN zones were prepared for select areas identified for townhouses in the Cambie Corridor Plan and 
Grandview-Woodland Community Plan. The areas proposed for the first phase of prezoning in the Cambie 
Corridor were determined through the Utilities Servicing Plan, and will include blocks located in Stage 1 of the 
planned utility upgrades. Further phases of prezoning will be coordinated with the timing of future 
infrastructure upgrades. 
  
Over the next three years, the City will also be developing an integrated water management plan throughout 
the Cambie Corridor to implement efficient, resilient, and cost-effective water management measures in 
coordination with the infrastructure upgrades. This may open up further areas that can be prezoned for 
townhouses in the short-term. In the meantime, areas identified for townhouses in the Cambie Corridor Plan 
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that are not part of this first phase of prezoning can submit inquiries to rezone to the new RM-8A or RM-8AN 
zone. 
  
Recently Approved Development Cost Levy (DCL) Changes - Construction Cost Limit Removed 
From DCL Waiver Requirements for Qualifying Rental Housing Projects: City Council recently approved 
changes to the DCL by-laws to remove the maximum construction cost limit in the DCL waiver criteria for for-
profit affordable rental housing. This change came into effect on July 24, 2018, and it addresses a growing 
trend of rental housing projects not being able to meet the DCL waiver criteria due to rapid increases in 
constructions costs. City staff will report back to Council in early 2019 with further recommendations 
regarding the eligibility criteria for DCL waiver for for-profit affordable rental housing. More information on this 
change can be found in the policy report, available here.  

  
New City-wide Utilities DCL Approved: A new City-wide Utilities DCL was approved by Council on July 11, 
2018. This new DCL addresses the need for upgraded water, sewer, and drainage infrastructure as the city 
continues to grow. The new Citywide Utility DCL will apply to new developments on a square foot basis and 
will be in addition to the Citywide DCL. New rates will take effect September 30, 2018, and applications that 
are in-stream may be protected from the new DCL for a period of one year. The DCL waiver for for-profit 
affordable rental housing will extend to the new Utilities DCL by-law on an interim basis, while staff report 
back to Council on a complete review of the DCL rental waiver program. Further details, including the 
Utilities DCL rates, can be found on the City’s webpage here. 

  
District of Squamish 

  
Community Amenity Contribution (CAC) Policy: On August 20, UDI submitted feedback (Squamish Draft 
CAC Policy) on the District’s latest proposed CAC Policy. It is anticipated that the CAC Policy will be up for 

Council consideration at their October 2 meeting. For more information, please contact Rob MacKay-Dunn at 
rmackaydunn@udi.org.  

  
North Vancouver 

  
City of North Vancouver Amendment to Mid-Market Rental Policy and Exploration of New Inclusionary 
Program for Strata Developments: The City of North Vancouver Council was presented a report on the mid-

market rental policy and new inclusionary zoning program on Monday July 23 – see July 23 Council meeting 
minutes and agenda package here. UDI will be meeting with city staff on the inclusionary zoning program 

on September 26 at 2:30 pm as they plan to bring the report back to Council in December 2018/January 
2019. If you would like to join this meeting, please contact Marissa Chan-Kent. 
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