
  

 

 

 

 

           

 

August 7, 2018 
 

  

ADVOCACY 
  
FEDERAL 
  
Financial Transactions and Reports Analysis Centre (FINTRAC) is inviting feedback on some new, regulatory 
documents as part of its stakeholder consultation. They are asking for responses by September 7, 2018. If you have 
questions or comments, please contact Marissa Chan-Kent at 604-661-3033 by end of day on September 4.  
  
PROVINCIAL 
  
Electric Vehicle Charging (EVC): As noted in previous newsletters, UDI is an intervener in a British Columbia Utilities 
Commission (BCUC) Inquiry on EVC services. UDI submitted its final arguments in the First Phase of the Inquiry. 
Like many of the other participants, UDI supported a straw man regulatory framework which would allow more 
freedom for developers, stratas or third party contracted services to recover the costs of providing EVC services. The 
BCUC will issue their Phase One Report in October. There may be further phases in the Inquiry afterward. UDI will be 
hosting an EVC Breakfast Seminar in the fall to update members on municipal/provincial requirements, and provide 
information on approaches to delivering EVC services in buildings.  
  
MUNICIPAL 
  
City of Surrey 
BC Energy Step Code (ESC): As noted in the last newsletter, City of Surrey staff were bringing forward a Report to 
Council on July 23 regarding the implementation of the ESC throughout the City. Council approved the Policy, which 
will come into force on April 1, 2019. The requirements are outlined in the table below.  
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Parking Ratio Update: As noted in the July 9 newsletter, the City of Surrey is moving forward with Electric Vehicle 
Charging Policy, and to help offset the costs, they are considering reducing parking standards. This includes: 

• New parking minimum standards of 0.9 stalls/unit (for all unit types) for non-ground oriented MURBs in the 
City Centre and the Surrey Newton Guildford (SNG) LRT Corridor; 

• New parking maximum standards of 1.1 stalls/unit (for all unit types) for non-ground oriented MURBs in the 
City Centre and the SNG-LRT Corridor; 

• New parking minimum standards of 1.0 stalls/unit (for all unit types) for non-ground oriented MURBs in the 
Fraser Hwy B-Line Corridor (due to begin operation in 2019); 

• New parking maximum standards of 1.2 stalls/unit (for all unit types) for non-ground oriented MURBs in the 
Fraser Hwy B-Line Corridor; 

• A new car share incentive – 5:1 substitution rate; no limit on the number of shared vehicles or associated 
parking reduction for City Centre, SNG-LRT Corridor, and Fraser Hwy B-Line Corridor; 

• Formalizing a cash-in-lieu of parking policy: 

• Maximum 10% reduction from minimum requirement in City Centre and LRT Corridors; 

• In City Centre, up to an additional 10% reduction when car share vehicles and other TDM are 
provided/approved (for max total reduction of 20%); and 

• Cash-in-Lieu amount increase to $20,000 per stall (from $10,000). 

• A report is expected to go to Council in September/October. Please see the attached staff presentation.If 
you have any comments or questions, please contact Marissa Chan-Kent at 604-661-3033. 

City of Vancouver 
Accessible Path of Travel Policy Review: As noted in previous newsletters, the City of Vancouver has been 
conducting an Accessible Path of Travel Policy Review. Although, the proposals would have resulted in some 
additional requirements, UDI was supportive of the changes because staff offset the new requirements by reducing 
other mandated policies. For example, waiving “… most VBBL [Vancouver Building By-law] adaptability requirements 
on the upper storey for 80% of dwelling units.” On July 24, staff provided a Council with a presentation on the 
proposals. However, Council unanimously rejected it. Staff will now be consulting further with industry and other 
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stakeholders. UDI will also be raising with staff concerns about how the smaller/affordable townhouse units can be 
built under the Cambie Corridor Plan with the VBBL accessibility requirements remaining in place.  
  
Sea Level Rise Planning Update: On July 25, City staff provided Council with an update on the work being conducted 
to determine the best approach to address sea level rise in Vancouver. There are several recommendations, 
including: 

• “… amending the Zoning and Development By-law to ensure that flood plain development is done in a 
manner, through the provision of an adequate flood setback, that protects people, property, and the natural 
environment from the consequences of flood hazards and to enable future flood management 
infrastructure;” 

• Bringing “… forward by-laws, regulations, and policies to guide the design of shoreline flood  

• protection, to ensure that this infrastructure is adaptable and built to a consistent performance standard;” 

• Conducting a “… critical infrastructure analysis that focuses on determining the interdependencies of critical 
infrastructure and the potential impacts of flooding on those systems;” 

• “…developing a long-term funding strategy to support implementation of coastal flood protection;” and 

• Establishing a “… sea level rise design challenge that will engage local, national, and international experts, 
residents and businesses to develop implementable, cost-effective and holistic solutions for the City’s most 
flood-vulnerable areas.” 

UDI will be organizing consultation sessions with the City regarding the Sea Level Rise policies in the fall. For more 
information, please contact Marissa Chan-Kent at 604-661-3033. 
  
Cambie Corridor Phase 3: City staff presented the following Amendments to the Zoning and Development By-law 
Regarding RM-8A 8AN Districts for Townhouse Areas to City Council on July 24. Subsequently, a tentative Public 
Hearing date is set for September 5. The proposed RM-8A and RM-8AN zones were prepared for select areas 
identified for townhouses in the Cambie Corridor Plan and Grandview-Woodland Community Plan. The areas 
proposed for the first phase of prezoning in the Cambie Corridor were determined through the Utilities Servicing 
Plan, and will include blocks located in Stage 1 of the planned utility upgrades. Further phases of prezoning will be 
coordinated with the timing of future infrastructure upgrades. 
  
Over the next three years, the City will also be developing an integrated water management plan throughout the 
Cambie Corridor to implement efficient, resilient, and cost-effective water management measures in coordination with 
the infrastructure upgrades. This may open up further areas that can be prezoned for townhouses in the short-
term. In the meantime, areas identified for townhouses in the Cambie Corridor Plan that are not part of this first phase 
of prezoning can submit inquiries to rezone to the new RM-8A or RM-8AN zone. 

 

City of Richmond 
Proposed Amendments to Zoning Bylaw 8500 – Accessible Parking Requirements: The report on the amendments 
to Accessible Parking Requirements recently went to City Council on July 23 and was adopted by consent. City 
staff identified a need to update the City’s accessible parking space dimensions andrequirements. The proposed 
bylaw amendment will accommodate the increased use of side-loading vans for individuals with wheelchairs. The 
Public Hearing will be held on Tuesday, September 4.  
  
The current bylaw specifies a clear minimum length (5.5 m) and width (3.7 m) for an accessible parking 
space and does not provide sufficient width to accommodate a typical side-loading ramp and adequate space for the 
maneuvering of a wheelchair. The proposed change would revise the minimum required dimensions for accessible 
parking space and introduce dimensions for a van accessible parking space. Specification of a minimum vertical 
clearance is not necessary as it would remain consistent with that specific by the BC Building Code which 
accommodates the majority of passenger side-loading vehicle.  
  
An accessible or van accessible parking space must be provided with an adjacent shared aisle. As a result, if one 
accessible space is to be provided, the proposed combined total width of each parking space (4.0 m and 4.9 m for 
accessible and van accessible spaces, respectively) would be wider than the current width dimension of 3.7 m for an 
accessible parking space. 
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City of North Vancouver 
Amendment to Mid-Market Rental Policy and Exploration of New Inclusionary Program for Strata Developments:The 
City of North Vancouver Council was presented a report on the mid-market rental policy and new inclusionary zoning 
program on Monday July 23 – see July 23 Council meeting minutes and agenda package here. UDI will be meeting 
with city staff on the inclusionary zoning program on September 26 at 2:30 pm as they plan to bring the report back to 
Council in December 2018/January 2019. If you would like to join this meeting, please contact Marissa Chan-Kent.  
  
City of Burnaby 
BC Housing Meeting: Following recent direction from City Council, City of Burnaby staff are to explore new funding 
opportunities from the federal and provincial governments to enable significant affordable housing in Burnaby. 
UDI and the City of Burnaby will be meeting with BC Housing on September 4 from 2:30 pm – 4:00 pm to discuss the 
province’s new affordable housing programs. If you would like to join this meeting, please contact Marissa Chan-
Kent or call 604-661-3033.  
  
City of Coquitlam 
Tree Management within Streamside Protection and Enhancement Areas (SPEA): City staff have invited UDI to a 
follow up consultation session on Thursday, August 23 from 2:00 pm – 4:00 pm to provide feedback on the City’s 
Tree Management and SPEA project. Increasing attention has been paid in recent years to the need for a proactive 
approach to tree management, within and adjacent to SPEAs across the City that adjoin newly developed 
neighbourhoods. On September 22, 2017, City staff held a meeting with the UDI environmental sub-committee to 
discuss a proposed approach to improved tree management within and adjacent to SPEAs. The approach would 
have required that developers conduct all monitoring and maintenance within SPEA andwindfirm areas for five years 
post development. Subsequent to that meeting, staff have revised the proposed approach and are recommending 
that a different direction be taken, as discussed under the Proposed Approach section.  
  
The proposed approach is that the watercourse Protection Development Permit areas will apply City-wide. All SPEAs, 
windfirm areas and trail corridors will be requested to be transferred to the City, at the discretion of the General 
Manager Parks, Recreation and Culture. As these areas will be transferred to the City, the City will conduct all 
required monitoring and maintenance as part of an ongoing forest management program. 
  
Windfirm areas will be determined through a windfirm assessment completed by a Registered Professional Forester 
(RPF) and tree risk assessment completed by an International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) Certified Tree Risk 
Assessor submitted with the Riparian Areas Regulation assessment report as part of the Watercourse Protection 
Development Permit. 
  
Permanent fencing and signage shall be required following the boundary of the SPEA and windfirm areas with a two-
metre buffer required from the root protection zone of the windfirm area. In the case where SPEA andwindfirm areas 
have been transferred to the City with the associated development application, a voluntary financial contribution, 
SPEA and Windfirm Area Monitoring and Maintenance Contribution (MMC), will be requested of the applicant at the 
time of the rezoning of the property. The purpose of the voluntary financial contribution is to cover the estimated costs 
for the City to monitor and maintain the SPEA and windfirm areas from a forest management perspective.  
  
The SPEA and Windfirm Area MMC program will apply to all new rezoning applications that meet the following: 

• Rezoning application is for a property to which a Watercourse Protection Development Permit applies; and 
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• SPEA and Windfirm Area lands are being transferred to the City with the associated development 
application. 

The SPEA and Windfirm Area MMCs are to be submitted or secured by the applicant or property owner that makes 
the rezoning application prior to Council consideration of final approval of the Zoning Bylaw amendment. The 
contribution amount is to be based on a monitoring and maintenance plan submitted by the applicant to the 
City and prepared by a qualified environmental professional in coordination with a Registered Professional Forester 
(RPF) and ISA Certified Tree Risk Assessor. The monitoring and maintenance plan shall provide a cost estimate for 
the monitoring and maintenance of the SPEA and windfirm area(s) for a period of five years. An additional 10% shall 
be added to the contribution to cover the administration cost of the monitoring andmaintenance program by the City. 
  
If you are unable to attend but would like to provide written comments, please submit comments by September 28 
directly to Natasha Lock and Jenna Cook. 
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