
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oct. 18, 2017 

 

Greg Moore 

Chair, Greater Vancouver Sewerage & Drainage District 

4330 Kingsway 

Burnaby, BC V5H 4G8 

 

Dear Mr. Moore:  

 

Re: GVS&DD Development Cost Charge Program Review 

 

 

On behalf of the members of the Urban Development Institute (UDI) and the Greater 

Vancouver Home Builders’ Association (GVHBA), we respectfully submit our comments 

regarding the impending approval of the new rates for the GVS&DD Development Cost 

Charges. Our commentary jointly represents the interests and priorities of over 1700 of our 

members in the region’s development and construction community.  

 

While we are pleased to see that the staff report dated 11 October 2017 acknowledges the 

development community’s comments expressed at the stakeholder consultation sessions 

and noted in our letter of 26 July, 2017, no steps have been proposed to ameliorate our 

concerns regarding the magnitude of the increases, and the “consultation” process 

employed during the review.  

 

Our members have concerns that the proposed DCC rates, in the context of significant DCC 

rate increases in many municipalities (and reviews underway in several others), combined 

with the future TransLink DCC, will place substantial upward pressure on development and 

construction costs, further exacerbating housing affordability issues in our region. 

 

We were disappointed that the option of phasing in the rate increases was summarily 

dismissed at the internal staff consultation stage, without receiving input from external 

stakeholders, including the development industry. The perception of the process is that 

many key decisions that directly impact key stakeholders were made without any form of 

external consultation. 

 

As well, with the increases for all sewerage areas becoming effective on the same day, there 

will be pressure upon builders and developers to submit applications in time to qualify for 

the grandfathering provisions. This will cause a significant rush of permit applications, at a 

time when many municipalities will also be implementing the new Energy Step Code – we 

fear that this will create a processing logjam at many city halls, further exacerbating the 

delays of delivering the supply of much-needed housing units. 
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While we fully appreciate the necessity to generate funds to pay for the much-needed 

increase in wastewater treatment capacity, we are disappointed that the process did not 

include timely reviews of rates, consideration of the impacts of the magnitude of the 

increases, and an earlier, more meaningful and effective consultation process. As such, our 

members would like the Board to reconsider its position on phasing-in these substantial 

increases – and institute the phasing approach that was originally proposed by staff.  

 

 

 

Yours truly, 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Anne McMullin Bob de Wit 

President & CEO CEO 

Urban Development Institute Greater Vancouver Home Builders’ Association 

 

 

 

 


